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Nezami, Nezamoddin Ilyas nay-zaﬁ'-mec .

Nezamoddin Ilyas Nezami, b. Ganja, now Kirovabad, in the Caucasus, ¢. 1140, 4. c. 1203, was
the first great dramatic poct in the Persian language. Distinguished for originality of thoughi as
well as clarity of style, he wrote both odes and romiantic lyrics. However, Nezami's renown rests
primarily on five longer poems: the philosophical Treasury of Mysteries (1174-75; Eng. trans.,
1945); the romantic Khusrau and Shirin (1180), Laila and Majnun (1188; Eng. trans., 1836) and
Haft Paikar (1197: Eng. trans., 1924); and The Sikandar Nama (1200; Eng trans., 1975), which is
about the life of Alexander the Great, An erudite recluse whose works abound in historical and
literary allusions, Nezami drew on carlier Persian poets, such as FIRDAWSI, without imitating
them. His poetry — reflective of tolerance, kindness, and psychological understanding — in turn
exerted a profound influence on jater Persian. Turkish, and Hindustani pocts.
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masses against the feudal lords and sang the praises of labor as the
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