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7. Olivier Roy, Globalised Islam: The Search for A New Ummabh.

Building up on arguments he advanced in his earlier works, Olivier Roy
contends in Globalised Islam: the Search for a New Ummah that Islamist
movements are bound to either follow a political normalization course in the
framework of a modern nation-state or evolve into what he terms “neo-fun-
damentalism.” Proponents of neo-fundamentalism try to retain their religious
logic in the face of ultimate politicization and hence secularization that besets
all Islamic movements that seek to establish an Islamic state in a given coun-
try. Neo-fundamentalism is largely growing among Muslim émigré communi-
ties in the West but is at the same time taking hold among other Muslims in
societies with largely Muslim populations. Neo-fundamentalists have as their
agenda the reconstruction of a truly Islamic umma, but focus on remolding the
individual rather than winning state power to fulfill this objective.

Roy believes that neo-fundamentalism is a response to the failure of political
Islam in a situation in which state in Muslim countries is facing crisis and Is-
lam is increasingly being “deterritorialized” as a result of globalization. Already
one-third of all Muslims live as a religious minority in their place of residence.
Muslims living in the West are at the center of Roy’s argument. Uprooted
from their countries of origin and resettled in the West, they are free from the
social authority of their traditional cultures and hence in a better position to
reassess the meaning of Islam and of being a Muslim. They enjoy greater
freedom of expression relative to their original countries and are not subject
to constraints of the authoritarian secular states or religious establishments of
those countries. The new generations of reborn Muslims no longer feel much
attachment to their “national” cultures but seek primarily to construct a global
Islamic identity which has delinked from any particular culture, including the
Western culture. The ideal no-fundamentalist society is an imagined umma
that is constructed in dissociation from any ethnicity, race, language, or culture
in a land with which it has no necessary links.
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6. Political Ethics from the Perspective of the Holy Quran
Enayatollah Sharifi (Faculty Member, Allameh Tabatabaei University)

Political ethics is one of the aspects of the ethical system outlined by the holy
Quran. It is a set of Musts and Must-nots which has an effect on the man’s
political behavior. In some cases, it indicates the mutual duties of people and
statesmen which can be called the “ethics of politics” or the “ethics of gov-
ernance”. Occasionally, it also indicates the ethical duties of Muslim Ummah
toward other nations which is called the “international ethics”. In the ethics of
politics, the people are duty bound to pay allegiance to the leadership of the
Islamic state and remain loyal to their promise and pledge, obey and support
the leader and protect their unity and integrity. The statesmen are also bound
to do their utmost for the sake of the stability and independence of the Islamic
state and system, to treat the people kindly and fairly, to be trustworthy and
consult with the people regarding important political matters. In the interna-
tional ethics, when the non-Muslims are not at war with the Muslims, a case
in which they are called “non-muharibs” (adversaries), the Muslims are bound
to protect their dignity and sovereignty, invite them to Islam and respect their
rights. But if the non-Muslims move to topple the Islamic religion and state, a
condition in which they are called “muharibs” (adversaries), the Muslims will
be bound to defend themselves and persevere in fighting them and not to at-
tack neutral individuals, the children and the elderly men and women and to
accept their peace proposal if there is no trick or deception behind it.

Keywords: political ethics, Quranic ethics, ethics, politics, Quran, ethics of
politics, international ethics.
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5. A Reflection on Poem and Poetry in the Period of Holy Defense
Afsaneh Rahimian (Lecturer, Payam Noor University, Orumieh)

The eight year Imposed War and Holy Defense had a deep influence
on the world of literature, particularly poetic literature, and drove the talent,
taste and thinking of the awakened generation of the society toward the crea-
tion of a novel and promising literature and provided a fertile ground for the
revival of the profound religious thoughts and beliefs in the form of poetry. In
turn, these developments demanded a special form, framework and evasion
of norms.

The poetry of war, and in other words the Holy Defense, is an able po-
etry and has a breadth equal to the span of eternity. Therefore, this research
aims at demonstrating how poetry in a sensitive period such as that of the Im-
posed War could put human beings on the course toward sublimity and open
a new sphere in the Iranian history by creating changes and developments in
values, and subsequently, persuading the patriotic and religious passions of
a wide spectrum of people and how a poet, as the wakeful conscience of his
era, has been able to manage describing such a trend, i.e. the Imposed War.

Keywords: poetry of war, poet of the Holy Defense, poetic genre, religious
thinking, patriotic passions.
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4. Changes in the Model for the Export of Revolution during the Period
of Holy Defense

Firuzeh Radfar (M.A. in Political Science)

With the Iragi aggression against Iran in 22 September 1980, a new
era began in the Iranian foreign policy insofar as all aspects and objectives
of Iran’s foreign policy were affected by the incident. As a result, the export
of revolution as one of the principles and goals of the Iranian foreign policy
underwent changes both in essence and form. This article argues that the
model for the practical export of the Islamic Revolution, which was pursued in
the framework of the notion of “continuing revolution” following the start of the
“imposed war”, the discoursive change in foreign policy, the rise of the Islam-
ists to power and the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan, was later changed to
the dissemination of the practical model of Islamic government in the frame-
work of “Umm al-Qura” doctrine and the notion of “established revolution” as
a result of the developments in the warfront, the changes in the Iranian foreign
policy discourse, and the obstacles at regional and international levels.

Keywords: holy defense, export of revolution, Islamic Revolution, foreign pol-
icy, continuing revolution, established revolution.
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3. Revolutionary Networks in the City of Ardabil Which Were Influential
in the Formation and Victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran with an
Emphasis on the Role of the Clergy

Dr. Zahed Ghaffari Hashjin (Assistant Professor of Political Science, Shahed
University)

Dr. Abbas Keshavarz Shokri (Assistant Professor of Political Science, Shahed
University)

Nasim Baghparvar (M.A. in the Sociology of Islamic Revolution)

The Islamic Revolution of Iran has a religious origin; the Shi'i school of Islam
has played a key role as the revolution’s ideology in the mobilization of the
people for participation in the revolutionary struggles. In the light of this, the
people’s rigorous belief in, and dependence on, the Shi'i beliefs have led to
their decisive support of their religious leaders. This matter was not limited to
the big and central cities of the revolution but many cities, in which religious
sentiments run high, had an active participation in the Islamic Revolution. The
city of Ardabil is one of such cities. As the origin of the Safavids, Ardabil has
had an important role in giving recognition to the Shi'i school of Islam and
the integrity of Islamic Iran. Due to such historical importance, this city has
acquired a special position during the period of formation and victory of the
Islamic Revolution. In that period, Ardabil too joined the huge wave of the Is-
lamic Revolution through special channels and networks and its people played
a prominent role in the victory of the Islamic Revolution by their active partici-
pation in demonstrations and other revolutionary ceremonies and struggles in
1978 and 1979. In this paper, the authors intend to obtain scholarly knowledge
about the position and role of Ardabil in the development of the Islamic Revo-
lution. While exploring how the Islamic Revolution took shape and succeeded
in this city, the authors have tried to study the channels of penetration and
transfer of revolutionary trends and waves into Ardabil in the framework of
Hugger-Strand’s spread theory. Furthermore, while generally discussing the
role of the influential revolutionary networks such as the Islamic seminary, the
universities and the bazaar in Ardabil, the role of the clergy in the process of
formation and victory of the Islamic Revolution will also be explored in detail.

Keywords: Ardabil, Islamic Revolution, revolutionary networks, Islamic semi-
nary, university, bazaar, the clergy, mosque.
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2- Islamic Revolution of Iran from the Viewpoint of French Thinkers

Dr. Nasser Jamalzadeh (Faculty Member, School of Political Science, Imam
Sadiq University)
Mostafa Esmaili (M.A. in Political Science, Imam Sadiq University)

In order to understand and explain a societal phenomenon, all of the factors
and data related to it must be carefully explored and analyzed using a mean-
ingful system. One of the main themes in the field of humanities is the issue of
revolutions which are considered as turning points in the histories of nations.
The victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran attracted the attention of most
thinkers and theorists of revolution and caused their interest in the analysis
of this distinct phenomenon of the century. The French thinkers were among
those who tried to examine this phenomenon from various aspects since the
early days after the victory of the Islamic Revolution. This paper tries to per-
form a critical study of the analyses made by the prominent French thinkers
and journalists.

Keywords: Islamic Revolution, Foucault, Olivier Roy, Garaudy, Duverger, Ray-
mond Aron, Paul Sartre.
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1. A Discourse on Religious Art

Dr. Ghassem Pourhassan Darzi (Faculty Member, Allameh Tabatabaei Uni-
versity)
Dr. Parish Kousheshi (Faculty Member, Islamic Open University)

The fundamental question concerning religious art pertains its nature and
essence. Can a distinct border be established between religious and non-
religious arts? What are the characteristics of religious art which distinguish it
from non-religious art?

Some believe that a perfectionist art, which arises from religious
teachings and causes the pure and clean talents of human being to flourish
and thrive, is religious art. In contrast, an art which is rooted in the pursuit of
pleasure, worldly desires and materialism and is at the service of immorality,
lust and violence, is non-religious art. Another group believes that the truth-
seeking art is a religious art and the vulgar art is a non-religious one.

The third group emphasizes that the religious art is one with a re-
ligious theoretical and epistemological origin the theoretical foundations of
which have roots in the religion and the religious teachings in such a way that
its ultimate goal is Divine and heavenly and it guarantees the religious happi-
ness of the man and the society. Anything but this cannot be called religious
art. In addition to exploring the definition of art, religious art and the criteria
distinguishing the religious art from the non-religious art, this research at-
tempts to study the fundamental characteristics of religious art and elaborate
them.

Keywords: art, religious art, non-religious art, Divine origin, art and truth.





