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Lascoverers of Chie

trorm: "Canto General’
From the North Almagro brought his train of scintillations.
And over the tenitories, between explosion and subsid-
€nce,

he bent himself day and night as if over a map.

Shadow of thorns, shadow of thistle and wax,

the Spaniard joined to his dry shape,

gazed at the ground’s sombre strategies.

Night, snow and sand make up the form of

my narrow country,

all the silence is in its long line,

ali the foam rises from its sea beard

all the coal fills it with mysterious kisses.

Like a hot coal the gold burns in its fingers,

and the silver lights like a green moon

its hardened form of a gloomy planet.

The Spaniard seated next to the rose one day,

next to the oil, next to the wine, next to the ancient sky,
did not conceive of this place of furious stone

* being born from under the ordure of the sea eagle.
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00 Many Names

From; 'Estravagario’
Monday entangles itself with Tuesday
and the week with the year:
time cannot be severed
with your weary shears,
and all the names of the day
the water of night clears.

Neo man can call himself Peter,
no woman Rose or Mary,
we are all sand or dust,

we are all @in in the rain.

They have told me of Venezuelas,
Paraguays and Chiles,

I don't know what they're talking about:
I know the skin of the Earth

and I know that it has no name.

When I lived among roots

they delighted me more than flowers,
and when I talked to a stone

it echoed like a bell.

It is s0 slow the spring

that lasts the winter long:

time has lost his shoes:

one year’s four centuries.

When I go to sleep each night
what am I called, not called?
And when I wake up, who am |
if it wasn't 'I' who was sleeping?
This is to say that as s00n as we
are thrust out into life,

that we come newly born,

that our mouths are not filled
with all these dubious names,
with all these moumful labels,
with all these meaningless letters,
with all this ‘yours’ and ‘mine’,
with all this signing of papers.

I think to confound things
mingling them, hatching them new,

seeing through them, stripping them naked,

until the light of the earth

has the unity of the ocean,

a generous integrity,

a crackle of starched perfume.
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Fable of the Mermaid and the Drunks

All those men were there inside,

when she came in totally naked.

They had been drinking: they began to spit.
Newly come from the river, she knew nothing.
She was a mermaid who had lost her way.
The insults flowed down her gleaming flesh.
Obscenities drowned her golden breasts.

Not knowing tears, she did not weep tears.
Not knowing clothes, she did not have clothes.
They blackened her with bumt corks and cigarette stubs,
and rolled around laughing on the tavern floor.
She did not speak because she had no speech.
Her eyes were the colour of distant love,

her twin afms were made of white topaz.

Her lips moved, silent, in a coral light,

and suddenly she went out by that door,
Entering the river she was deaned,

shining like 2 white stone in the rain,

and without looking back she swam again

swam towards emptiness, swam towards death.

*.))a I_),l dadd
P 29y S5 bedg)
Hhagl B




