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MOHAMED
Translated into English by Amr Khadr *

Mohamed,
nestles in the bosom of his father, a bird afraid
of the infernal sky: father protect me
from the upward flight! My wing is
stight for the wind ... and the light is black

Mohamed,

wants to return home, with no

bicycle... or new shirt

yearns for the school bench ...

the notebook of grammar and conjugation, take me
to our home, father, to prepare for my lessons

to continue being, little by little ...

on the seashore, under the palms ...

and nothing further, nothing further

Mohamed,

faces an army, with no stone or shrapnel

of stars, does not notice the wall to write: my freedom
will not die, for he has no freedom yet

to defend. No perspective for the dove of Pablo
Picasso. He continues to be born, continues

to be born in a name bearing him the curse of the name. How

many times will his self give birth to a child
with no home... with no time for childhood?
Where will he dream if the dream would come...
and land is a wound... and a temple?

Mohamed,

sees his inescapable death approaching. But then
remembers, a leopard he has seen on the TV screen,
fierce one besieging a suckling fawn. When it a
came near and smelt the milk, it would not pounce.
As if the milk tames the wild beast.

Hence, I will survive - says the boy -

and weeps: for my life is there hidden

in my mother's chest. I will survive... and witness

Mohamed, _

destitute angel, within a stone's throw from a

the gun of his cold blooded hunter. For

an hour the camera traces the movements of the boy
who is merging with his shadow:
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his face, clear, like dawn

his heart, clear, like an apple

his ten fingers, clear, like candles

the dew clear on his trousers ...

His hunter could have reflected

twice, and say: I will spare him till when he spells
his Palestine without mistakes...

will spare him now subject to my conscience [
and kili him the day he rebels!

Mohamed,

an infant Jesus, sleeps and dreams in
the heart of an icon

made of copper

an olive branch

and the soul of a people renewed

Mohamed,
blood beyond the need of the prophets
for what they seek, so ascend

to the Ultimate Tree
Mohamed !

M guanod Bl b
Nyoolrnly  plllbiclss leday

il Jubly

o dny gl il

L1 o Lo sl paas 5l o g aS
il Jgd

U uSat

s Bl

fomoys
e 5o e

Poa Prasi G, ae Josly




pihiiyd g pedS ]y Juaig
@225 oS ol p

(Ul ISy U5y ol
gyl (G (Ggu
IS Bl olasl 2w o s (e 52 9

b loS o STagSa Ladsliw Jgd
Bl anlgs Sl Lo jlua ) (et cangSin 3568 oS L

AE]
ol Pl

eV dodual! ol
| gy Joldoieo (£

| 321 e gl Yy pulda STV U1
oo yiiie g 130
P el oldlasl g

L PRC A Ly PLIPYAR Y £ I 1Y
Py dl,S ,S1Ll

Al oy e (pan yliae.. ylio
ot 9 S5 5l s )2y

oilyie ooy pob

el Lo J5 53 9 s9m0
.LJIIN:.D- L:‘ﬂdmbﬁdfd)}&f)):)*.o

il 39y sy

S

29 Agls ylojasiol §l JuS mlnady;
LAl Mgls

Gty Olo 3IF 2%e Ld
393 §1&T g b Sl 51 s

it 25 oS

Oy Ply gyl Judy
il 55 5 Judy

OsR b 50 5 Ll g 3l L
OBLS Jug) 5l 85

2 53wy Vi1 el ] (ya !
wlind claalgts 43,8
dgaiaaljudl Sl p )l

trtandd Vg etann Y o YA I8 gy
Pl ol gun o 02 6555L0S 05 ) 15y 9
,_5|d..eba).'>.-u:.»@.hu.‘u

by S et o giakas
I Gl 1 b4
o gal cyads ol gilspur 5 adsjg5

caally Slge 1y 9l FoF g
ml@@aul)#héﬁqﬂdl&g
uJngdLhdﬁLa 3:\5)3 jllo..\..‘ud:.‘h'l...l

ti o S 7 M
S ol ol ye anndge 3 U]

o) M ! b1
Loslgie (9ds 5ol e

oty Ul e
g

el

oIy L sty galaaT 0y 5 Caslew
Ls:'i‘,‘&eq, )
Slodgs [yl galanl closlinil 5




Akeng wuh my:c ildren . :
And you left ﬁ@nﬂg far us

But if I become hongry
usurper's flesh will be my food .

-Of my huhger
And my anger!
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Identity Card

- Record! o
* And my identity card is number fifty thovsand

have eight children
And the nineth is comlng after a summer
Will yau, be angry"

Record} -

am &n ArabI
Empleyed with 'fe’ilow workers at aqﬁﬂrry
A Kelght chlldren I

.. do not supplicate charity at your doors 1

I belittle myself at the footsteps of your chamnber
Nordo .
So will you be angry?

Record!

am an Arabl

have a name without a title I

Patient in a country

Where people are cm-aged

My roots :

Were entrenched before the birth of time
And before the opening of the eras

- ‘Before the pines, and the olive trees

And before the grass grew

My father.. descends from the fanu]yd'the plnw
Not from a privileged class’;. =5
And my gxa;ndfathgr._.was_—ﬁ farmer

* Neither wellbred, rior well-born!

Teaches me the pride of the sun
Before teaching me how to read

And my house is like a watchman's hut
Made of branches and cane

o Are you satisfied with my status?
it hhvc a name without a title! 1

| Recordf

aman ArabI _ : .
Yoirhave stolen thcorchards of my amesmrs e
And the land which 1 cult!vated




