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In this paper, the author proposes a new conceptual framework for technology
and reclassifies technology into hard and soft. Soft-tech refers to technology
derived from outside of natural science disciplines and from outside of
conventional science. Through discussions on technological competitiveness,
new institutional innovation, Chinese traditional medicine, and the gap between
developed and developing countries, the author argues for the significance and
need for soft technology. Based on this conceptual framework, the author offers
her view on China’s path towards innovation.
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