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In most other cases the volominous talk
about intuition does nothing but conceal a
lack of perspective toward the object.
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Such an  historical concept,
however, since it refers in its content to a
phenomenon significant for its unique
individuality, cannot be defined according
to the formula “genus proximum,
differentia specifica."
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A product of modern European
civilization, siudying any problem of
universal history, is bound to ask himself
to what combination of circumstances,
the fact should be attributed that in
in  western

western civilization and

civilization only, phenomena have
appeared which (as we like to think) lie in
a line of development having universal
significance and value.
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Fashion and the zeal of the literati would
have us think that the specialist can to-day
be spared, or degraded to a position
subordinate to that of the seer.
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With Calvin the process was just the
opposite.
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His acceptance of purity of doctrine as the
one infallible ecriterion of the church, ...
was in itselt sufficient to check the
development of naw points of view in
ethical matters.
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Limitation to specialized work, with a
renunciation of the Faustian universality of
man which it involves, is a condition of
any valuable work in the modern world.
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leaders came.
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And it differs even more from the liberal
utilitarian compromise with the world at

which the Jesuits arrived.
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For of the last stage of this cultural
development, it might well be truely said:
"Specialists without spirit. Sensualists
without heart; this nullity imagines that it
has attained a level of civilization never

before achieved.”
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But this was not in any sense the
expression of an immanent law of
development. The differences resulted
trom differences of the religious (and
social} enviranments fram which the



prefers to eat weil, the Catholic to sleap
undisturbed.”
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Every trace of the “dec placere vix
postest” has disappeared
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Angelican social ethic of the Stuarts
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Hence Pietism, with a deep distrust of the
Church of theologians, to which-this is
characteristic of it - it still belonged
officially began to gather the adherents of
the Praxis Pietatis in conventicles
removed from the world.
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The seremons of the Presbyterian divines
abound with classical allusions and even
the Radicals, although they objected to it
were not ashamed to display that kind of
learning in theological polomics.
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"Be pleased to reform the abuses of all

professions...”
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The proverb says Jokingly, “either eat well
or sleep well" In the present the Protestant

gained its pO#
after his death

westminster sought to
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Now naturally the whole ascetic literature
of almost all denominations is saturated
with the idea that faithful labour, even at
low wages, on the part of those whom life
offers no other opportunities, Is highly

pleasing to God.
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The Puritan wanted to work in a calling;

we are forced to do so.
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Countless historical circumstance,
which cannot be reduced to any economic
law, and are not susceptible of economic
explanation of any sort, especiaily purely
political processes, had to concur in order
that the newly created churches should

survive at all.
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"... We should call attention to the
fact that the toleration of pleasure in
goods, which contributed to
purely aesthetic or athletic enjoyment,
certainly always ran up against one

cultural

characteristic lirnitation: they must not
cost anything.
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But here asceticism was the power
"which ever seeks the good but aver
creates evil."
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The author admits that he is
inclined to think the importance of
biclogical heredity very great.
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“All creation, including of course the
fact, as It undoubiedty was for Calvin, that
only a small proportion of men are chosen
for eternal grace, can have any meaning
only as means 1o the glory and majesty of
God.
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Is it not possible that thair
superiority and  their
adaptation to free political institutions are

commercial

connected in some way with that record of
piety which Montesquisu ascribes to
them?
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Here asceticism descended like a
frost on the life of *Merrie old England"
And not only wordly merriment felt its
effect.
FCI PRV YOS SV S W3
2o e GBS, (e ol o
A S Bl 5wl sg i M e e S5
el 1y
O R e
Lds ¢ Sl icay s\ b
LG S FUPIRIUIN S JAF <3 VN
Ly ALy \5:\.'-“ y 3L ﬁ""—’“d“;‘ R4
25 stV RSy
PRI L RN RS D
Similarly it was possible for the
Calvinistic idea of the depravity of the
flesh, taken emotionally, for instance in
the form of the so called worm - feeling, to
lead to a deadeing of enterprise in wordly
activity.
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