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In these pages, I have tried to exemplify, rather than argue,
the fruitfulness of sociclogical theory when applied to family rela-
tions, Hopefully, the serious reader will see not only the framework
of ideas that here encompasses a wide range of facts, but also will
realize how using such a framework will elucidate still other observa-

tions not here reported. (p. v)
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Various Views of the Family
The intense emotional meaning of family relations for almost
all members of a society has been observable throughout man’s his-

tory. (p. 1)
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The Family as a Unique Institution
A brief consideration of certain peculiarities of the family as
an element of the social structure will suggest how better theory and
a fruitful general approach are needed in this area. (P. 4)
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Consequently, in considering the processes of courtship and
mate selection, we see again that the larger society is interested in
the result. (p. 31)
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