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the same story, each written from the
perspective
{parents of public schocl children,
teachers,

of certain key public

students and  recent
graduates and focal residents without
children in public schools). Eschewing
the conventional story balancing pro
and con, the editor merely prefaced
each version with a note explaining
from whose perspective the story was
written (see Rosen, 1999: 118-27).

15. For

journalistic

the
relevance of standpoint
epistemology, see Durham (1998).

16. Ironically, although the Bedacon
Journal said it deliberatly selected the

a discussion of

focus group participants to represent a
cross-sample  of
residents, the vast majority of those
quoted  (judging their job
descriptions and first names) were
middle-class men.

17. Fraser’s (1990) strongiweak
distinction parallels Barber’s (1984)
distinction between “strong’ and ‘weak’

"diverse’ local

from

forms of democracy. According to
barber (1984:151), strong democracy
involves seli-government, rather than
the
name of citizens. Citizens of strong

representative  government, in

democracies gavern "Not necessarily at
every level and in every instance, but
frequently enough and in particular
when basic policies are being decided
and when significant power is being
deployed’. As a result, Barber
concludes, ’self-goverriment is carried
on through institution designed to
facilitate on-going civic participation in
agenda- setting, deliberation, legislation
and policy inplementation’(p.151).

18.  Charity (1995:144-6) says,
‘public journalism’ has a golden rule -
an ethical line - every bit as sharp as
mainstream journalism’s rule and just
as casy to elaborate into a codebook of
prafessional conduct: journalists should

advocate democracy without
advocating particular solution’. Merritt
{1998: 97) emphasizes that journalists
must exhibit no partisan interest in the
specific (of
deliberation) other that it is arrived at
under the democratic process. Rosen’s
(1996:13-15) sense of
neutrality’ is that may
occasionally intervene in the service of
broad public values, but without
prescribing a particular solution or
party or taking over the process.
Glasser  (1999) this
procedural  view for ignoring the
predicament journalists confront when

communities act intolerantly, such as

outcome citizen

‘proactive
journalists

criticizes

when the community consensus calls
for a bock burning. Journalists who
adopt a pourly procedual stance,
Glasser concludes, may be forced into
the paradoxical situation of having to
separate their editorial agenda from
their news agenda by condemninf on
one page the very activity or outcome
they facilitated and now describe on
another page, (p.9). Schudson (1999;
131) agrees that proceduralists cannot
specify how journalists should act in
illiberal
community vatues:{s segregation ckay
when it

the face of colliding or

has been traditional for

generations? Or are anti-sodomy laws

acceptable when  they  express
dominant community values?
19, Surprisingly, while most

scholarly observers have ignored this
aspect of the Coming Together
Project’, no less than President Clinton
raised similar concerns during his
town-hall meeting (his first) in Akron.
Clinton (199: 1959) asked how the
Beacon Journal project was changing
people’s live: How does it result in less
discrimination in the workplace or in
the school, or people helping reach
other to succeed in school or work?
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Can you give me any examples about
what it’s done other than make people
feel good for an hour or so on Sunday
or some oher church event?

20. Public journalism recentiy
moved beyond project-based initiaves
by small and medium-sized
newspapers. More than 60 percent of
daily newspapers of all sizes are
currently incorporating some public
journalism practices (Arant and Meyer,
1998). Some of public journalism’s
historically most vocal critics, such as
The New York Times and The
Washington FPost, are
experimenting with public journalism,
notably in their election coverage
1999; see

also

{Cunningham,
Schaeffer, 2000).
21. This assumption differs from,
but is not in opposition to, Glasser and
Craft’s (1998) criticism that public
Jjournalism Scholars lack sensitivity to
fundamental problems of profit and
corporte cotonization of journalism.

also
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1. Public Journalism scholars rely
heavily on political philosophers,
noteably John Dewey, Hannah Arendt,
and Juergen Habermas, whom
LLambeth (1998:21) correctly calls
public  journalism’s  "philosophical
parton saint" another attempt to
generate  public journalism practice
from theory is Lambeth’s own use of
Charles Anderson’s (1989) theory of
the public sphere for public jounalism
has been noted by Compton (2000)
Glasser (1999), and Glasser and Craft
(1996, 1997, 1998).

2. Tronically, aithough the public
Journalism movement is primarily an
American idea and may seem merely
sentimental, if not implausible, outside
the United states, an anonymous
reviewer correctly notes that some of
the practices we suggest are already
routine in Western Europe.

3. McGerr (1986) is one of those
scholars who instead traces Americans’
disinterest in political processes to late
19th century reforms to rationalize and
professionalize
editors

politics.
may have

Newspaper
this
attempt to sanitize politics and may
have undertaken parallel efforts to

supported

redefine journalism as in this view, are
not directly to blame for citizen’s
political apathy.

4. For different scholarly takes on
the relative importance of stimulating
reflection’ and ’conversation’ among
citizens, see Chaffee and McDevitt
{1999), Glasser and Craft (1998), Hass
(1999,2000), Peters (1999), and Schroil
(1999).

5. The Akron Beacon Journal,
With a daily circulation of 14,000 won
the 1994 Prize  for
public-service journalism for its 1993,
"A Question of Color" campaign.
Several scholars have discussed the
campaign (see Charity, 1995; Hass,

pulitzer

o a3l
Jat o jlaski gt pass Jliw

1999,2000; Merritt,
1999b; Waddell, 1997). THe five
‘Question of color’ installments
appeared 28 February-2 March, 2
May,- 4 May, 22 August-24 August, 31
October-2 November, 26
December-29 December.

6. Studying two town meetings,
Mendelberg and Oleske (2000) saw
little evidence for the ideals of
They found  that
deliberation at a white/ segregated
meeting maintained consensus among
whites, who merely encoded their

1998; Rosen,

deliberation.

agenda in properly civic-sounding
thetoric. The integrated meeting's
audience interpreted as racist the

rhetoric that appeared universal to

whites.
7.8chudson

public

{1999:127)  mocks
journalism’s
‘community’ with geographical
territory, specifically the
‘neighborhood’, arguing that in the
public journalism literature,
‘community seems only 10 conjure up

territory-based, rass-roots
ry B

equation  of

local,
organization.

8. As Glasser and Craft {1998) and
Herbst (1994) note,
opinion polling confuses the ’opinions
of individuals’ (including expressions of
mereperfernce and prejudice) with the
‘opinions of publics’ which would be
Fraser’s (1990}
individuals, even tnany
distorts opinion and suppresses critical
thinking.

9. In 1999, Bob Dyer, now a
columnist, argued in print with a fellow
black over the wird
’niggardly’ , creating 4 furor that again
polarized the Beacon Journal (Canedy,
2000).

10. Glasser and Craft (1998:209)
journalism

conventional

goal. Polling

individuals,

columnist

likewise criticize public
scholars not making clear whether

journalists are being urged to support
a republican common dialogue or a
diversity of groups, each with its own
concerns and dialogue.

11. Calhoun (1995), Garnham
(1992), Hallin (1994), and Spraks
{2000) urge journalists to help create a
single, unifying public Sphere. Keane
(1995), Robbins (1993), Schlesinger
{1999), and Verstraeten (1996) prefer
a public sphere composed of multiple
discursive domains within a
restructured news media system.

12. Sexual minorities, who continue
to be openly victimized and unfairly
stereotyped, do not even benefit from
educational, teligious, and
governmental supports provided {o
some racial and ethnic minorities.

13. Public journalism’s emphasis

average citizens’ has been
challenged. Levine (1998:25), for
example, worries that emphasizing
‘folks in the middle may cause [public
journalism] to exclude or denigrate
people at the political or cultural
margins. These people may be too

outnumbered and disrespected, or

3

on

their views may be too radical to be
discussed calmly in a citizen’s panel’.
Levine warns that *if public journalism
becomes the dominant philosophy,
pecple who actually were implacable
enemies might find their views ignored,
in favor of citizens who happen to be
politically moderate enough that can
deliberate together’ (p.25).
4. ‘This will
conventional

idea horrify
although

editors have long understood that a

journalists,

good way of attracting, for example,
women or teenage readers is to hire
female or teenaged columnists. But, in
covering a 1996 vote on a poroposal
increase in property taxes for local
public schools, the Colorado Springs
(Gazettee published several versions of



