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Social Capital

Mostafa Ejtehadi, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University

Abstract

“Social Capital” has been one of the main issues in social research over the past decades. The
contemporary massive literature made this term a “mythical concept” so that many
researchers considered it even as a social theory, and not only a keyword in social sciences.
But "social capital” is not new; it is the continuation of the nostalgic approach of the
Ideologists of the 19th and the Nationalists of the 20th centuries. In addition, the term
“capital” is not used in its correct meaning. Therefore, “social capital” is “something” that is
never touchable for actors but, indeed, in traditional societies it is equivalent to the norms
which actors internalized, and in modern societies, it is the sum of the capacities and abilities
which actors obtain.

Keywords: Social Capital, Social Solidarity, Social Convergence, Norms, Chance, Collective
Behaviours, Capacity and Ability, Collective Values, Collective Consciousness,
Individualism, Social Mobility.
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