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The Fundamental Elements of Iran Society:
Tribal System, Anti-statism and Feudal Structure

Faramarz Rafipoor, Dr. habil, Dr. rer. soc.
Professor, Department of Sociology

College of Letters and Human Sciences

Shahid Beheshti University

Fellow, The Academy of Sciences of Iran

Abstract

This article intends to turn sociologists’ attention towards this notion that dealing with
social variables without considering the fundamental cultural elements does not provide
sufficient explanations for problems. Three cultural elements including, Tribal system,
Anti-statism and Feudal structure are discussed among other various elements which are
identified. The tribal system which was functional in the past is dysfunctional in its
modern form at present. In general, the governmental system was largely related to the
tribal system. Therefore, on the one hand it provided the possibility of the conflict with
the rivals and on the other hand it affected the popular legitimacy and acceptance and
developed the anti-statism. Whenever the Feudal structure manifests itself as its modern
form, it increases social inequality and conflict and in turn, decreases social integration.
These elements with their historical roots and their modern manifestations mutually
sustain and intensify each other.

Keywords: Tribal system, Anti-statism, Feudal structure.
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