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Comparative Analysis of Brain Drain in Micro and
Macro levels

Masoud Chalabi, Ph.D. Rasoul Abbasi, M.A.
Professor of Socio/ogy, Shahid Beheshti University Social Researcher
Abstract

Human resources play a key role in sustainable development of every country.
Compared to advanced countries where optimal combination of natural resources and
human resources has been employed at the service of their developmental goals,
developing countries lose, more or less, their human capital through brain drain. This
study Is about to provide a sociological explanation for skilled labour flow at the
international level. Different theoretical approaches such as Neoclassical economic
theories, dual labour market, new economics of migration, world system theory,
institutional and network theories have been used. Survey method and secondary
analysis at micro and macro levels are adopted. Discriminant analysis and structural
equation modeling are employed for data analysis. Findings at macro level show that
quality of life, freedom, cultural development and income are powerful predictors for
emigration. At macro level, democracy, level of inequality and economic
determinants are found as pulling factors for brain drain.

Keywords: Brain drain, brain circulation, development, democracy, inequality.
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