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Tribal System and the Formation of Early Khawarij

Ahmad Pakatchi, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Department of Quranic Studies
Faculty of Theology, Imam Sadiq (pbuh) University

Abstract

This article deals with the analysis of tribal system as a means for justification of the
events occurred after the War of Siffin and led to the formation of early Khawarij. It is
shown that the existing competition amongst the Arab tribes dwelling in Irag has a
definitive role in the appearance of Kharijism. Analyzing the situation of each tribe and
its participation in the War of Siffin and the event of Hakamiyya, it is clarified that two
political challenges have left direct influence on the formation of Khawarij in a
specified tribe: Regarding relationships inside a tribal union, challenges of peripheral
(satellite) tribes with the core made the ground for the appearance of Kharijism in the
peripheral area. Regarding internal relationships inside a tribe, the political dualism in
the center of the tribe has also led to the appearance of Kharijism in the central
branches of the tribe. It is worthy to consider that the first type of tension has led to
unstable Kharijism, in spite of the second type which has led to stable form.

Keywords: Khawarij, Hakamiyy, Tribal system, Ali ibn Abi Talib.
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