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Fathali Khan's Life and Circumstances: a survey on the first
unsuccessful attemp to the establishment of Qajar Dynasty

Gholamhossein Zargarinejad, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Department of History
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, University of Tehran

Abstract

The first Qajar attempt to have power over Iran — after the fall of Safavids — was
started by Fathali Khan the Great, who is famous as the ancestor of Qajar kings.
While Tahmasb Mirza Safavi had called on him to help, Fathali Khan thought about
sovereignty. At first he endeavored to overcome Tahmasb and his little troops in
Ashraf (in Mazandaran province) but he became disappointed and consequently
Fathali Khan accepted defeat. Tahmasb, annoyed with Fathali Khan, attracted Nader
Quli Mirza and put Fathali Khan to death after going to Mashhad. By Fathali Khan's
murder, the first Qajar attempt to ascend the throne was frustrated.

Keywords: Qajars, Afghans, Safavids, Russia, Fathali Khan, Safavid crown prince.
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