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Constitutionalist Intellectuals® Understanding of the
Concept of Modernity

Ali Bigdeli, Ph.D.
Professor, Department of History
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University

Abstract

During her long life, which has been full of ups and downs of coping with different
cultures, our country Iran, has erratically had to absorb aspects of other cultures fusing
them into that of her own. That being the case, how is it that our country has drifted
towards the crossroads of culture over the course of the last century? This article is an
attempt to consider the following argument: In the first place, lack of philosophical
recognition on the part of our intellectuals could be a contributory factor in giving rise
to the emergence of such a dilemma concerning Western Civilization. It might also be
said that our piece - meal knowledge of the west is rather a geographical knowledge
based on distorted modernizational judgement; whereas the west is a multipurpose
philosophical persepective, the precognition of which is in need of philosophical
deliberation. In the second place, Persian intellectuals’ realization of western
civilization is simple and based on observed phenomena which may not accurately
embody a modern grasp of transpired realities. In the third place, their judgement is
based on some second hand translations, and thus they neither understand the hidden
realities of the west, nor the cultural layers of their own society. Consequently this leads
to an infatuation with the west instead of having a comprehensive understanding of
what really the west is.

Keywords: Intellectual, Constitutional ist, Modernity, Modernization, Protestantism,
Premodern and Modern State.
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9 - Frarcqis Marie Arquet valtaire (1694 - 1778).
10 - Charles de Secondat Montesquieu (1689 - 1755)
11 - David Hume (1711 - 1771).
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12 - Michel Foucault.
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13 - Jurgen Habermas.
14 - Max weber (1864 - 1920).
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