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Zal's Story: Wisdom and Myth Combined
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Abstract

Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh is the nexus of pre-Islamic and post-Islamic Iran. As a Muslim in
whose religion wisdom and subservience are the two wings towards the Almighty, Ferdowsi
has tried to amalgamate them with a combination of myth and wisdom in his masterpiece.
Ferdowsi’s ability to express wisdom and the role of human will by way of myth, which is
itself surreal, reveals his marvelous virtuosity and deep insight. There is the nexus of wisdom
and myth throughout this book explicitly or in the depth of the stories and the characters of
the Shahnameh. Zal’s story which is one of the longest and richest stories of the Shahnameh
and Zal’s character that is one of the most complex characters of the Shahnameh could be
analyzed from the view point of myth and wisdom. Zal's albinism is an example of his
outstanding ratiocination, which resembles sorcery from the others’ point of view; his
relationship with phoenix, which is itself a mythological symbol, could strengthen and enrich
this analysis. An attempt has been made in this paper to examine the nexus between wisdom
and myth in Zal's story. It has been concluded that no only myth does not contradict
wisdom, but also it paves the way for wisdom and human will to reveal themselves.

Keywords: Wisdom, Myth, Zal, Vision, And Journey
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