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Mystical Anecdotes and Their Function in Sufist Discourse

Habibollah Abassi
Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Tarbiat Moallem University

Abstract

The main problem of this article is the significance of anecdote and its function in
Persian mystical prose. The basic point of view in this study is an idea that looks at
Sufism as artistic and an aesthetic approach to religion and theology. At first, it
presents a definition of anecdote as a literary term, and then set forth for discusses
the features and the principles of the anecdote, its difference from short story, and
its significance and functions in Persian Sufism. Them, it tries to classify the
mystical anecdotes in three groups: realistic, extraordinary and innovative.

Keywords: Anecdote, Short Story, Sufism, Mystical Persian Prose
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