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Abstract

The article establishes the theoretical framework for intertextuality, drawing on the
theories of Saussure, Bakhtin, Kristeva and Barthes. Then, it studies two of the
novels by Peter Ackroyd, the contemporary experimental novelist and biographer,
in the light of the theories of intertextualitiy. Intertextuality has been defined as the
thematic, verbal, formal, and structural interconnectedness, however, merely
locating the connections between the texts under question cannot provide a key to
the clear understanding of the texts. The present article views intertextuality as a
critical strategy that brings about multiple meanings. Ackroyd's novels, intensively,
connect with the discourses of history and literature, hence an understanding of
them is merely possible by investigating the sources and literary works they refer
to.

Keywords: Intertextuality, Dialogic Criticism, Mise en Abyme, Originality, Otherness
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