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Bakhtine, Dialogism and Polyphony: the Study of Bakhtine’s
Intertexuality

Bahman Namvar Motlagh
Assistant Professor, Research Department of Art Semiology
Iranian Academy of Arts

Abstract

Most researchers of intertextuality consider Bakhtine’s view, especially his polyphony and
dialogism, as the point of departure in their discussions. This owes to the fact that it was
Bakhtine's ideas which paved the way for Julia Kristova, as the founder of intertextuality, and
resulted in a new approach in literary and art theorizing and criticism. Bakhtine confronted at
least three dominant movements in his time; movements attributed to linguists, formalists
and literary critics, all of which, despite their differences, shared common views on textual
studies. Bakhtine believed in the hyper-linguistic and intertextual relations, specifically social
hypertexts, and knew that they had a significant effect on literary texts. He had diverse and
thorough ideas, yet in this paper, we are only trying to focus on the ideas which are related
to intertexts, namely Dialogism and Polyphony. Therefore, this paper is trying to address one
major problem and that is “the study of the relationship between Bakhtine’s Dialogism and
Kristova’s Intertextualism and the impact of the former on the latter."

Keywords: Dialogism, Polyphony, Bakhtine, Intertexuality, Kristova
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