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The Trace of Folk Culture in Mahdi Akhavan Thalith's
Poetry, with Special Reference to His Poem "The Story of
the City of Sangestan [The Rockland]"

Yahya Kardgar
Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Qom University

Abstract

Mahdi Akhavan Thalith, an outstanding contemporary Persian poet, produced prominent
works in the realms of poetry, literary theories, and novel. His profound cognizance of the
background of Persian literature is proven by every single poem.he composed; this is
certainly an important characteristic of his perseverance in the world of literature. His
devotion to the traditions of Persian literature is not confined to canonical literature; rather,
he made extensive use of the rich folk resources for creating his masterpieces, a prominent
example of which is his poem "The, Story of the City of Sangestan [The Rockland]". Although
this poem was composed in the light of inspirations from folk stories, the use of certain
rhetorical techniques, as well as commingling literary language with a folk vernacular, makes
this poem stand higher than other stories. These traits signify that Akhavan Thalith is indeed a
creative poet, over against his mastery of Persian culture and literature.

Keywords: Akhavan Thalith, Folk Culture, Folk Stories, "The Story of the City of Sangestan

[The Rockland]", Creativity
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