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The Blind Owl and Prince Ehtejab: Two Surrealist Novels

Mahvash Ghavimi
Professor, Department of French Language and Literature
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University

Abstract

The Blind Owl by Sadegh Hedayat and Prince Ehtejab by Houshang Golshiri are
among the most famous and disputable Persian contemporary novels in prose
which have undergone numerous studies. However, the genre of these two works
has not yet been definitively identified. Hence, the present article, after a quick
look at the emergence of Surrealism in France, a brief explanation on the insights
and approaches of the writers of this movement and especially mentioning the
criteria of the Surrealist novels, aims to demonstrate the manifest and remarkable
presence of the features of such novels in the two reputable Persian masterpieces
in order to finally conclude that The Blind Owl is a Surrealist novel in its full extent
and that Prince Ehtejab, parallel to it, enjoys a similar place.

Keywords: Literary Genre, Surrealist, Subconscious, Structure, Chronological
Order
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