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The Presence of Monologic and Dialogic Worlds in
Hafez's Poetry: A Reading in the Light of Mikhail
Bakhtin's Dialogism

Gharib Reza Gholamhosseinzadeh
Instructor, Department of English Language and Literature
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, University of Mazandaran

Abstract

A critical review of Bakhtin's life, works, thoughts and theorizing indicates that the socio-
political conditions and thinking trends of his time constituted a complex web of factors and
components providing the proper grounds for the emergence of a figure such as Bakhtin. The
Stalinist despotic and monologic astmosphere, along with Bakhtin's own personal life
experience, played a pivotal role in forming his thoughts and works as a philosopher, linguist,
critic and literary and social theorist. Likewise, Hafez was influenced by the socio-political
conditions and philosophical thinking of his time. In fact, Hafez's poems are indicative of the
monologic and dialogic worlds of his time, with the aim to criticize the former. The present
article intends to look into the socio-political conditions in which Hafez grew and emerged
and their reflection in his poems. It also aims to identify those two dialogic and monologic
worlds, the qualities which characterize them, their values and inhabitants, which were
derived from Hafez's own experiences.
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1- Tzvetan Todorov
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