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Angels in Prostration to Adam ...

Ahmad Showghy Nobar
Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Islamic Azad University (Khoy Branch)

Abstract

On the prostration of angels to Adam, when referring to various exegeses, provided under
Ayeh (verse) 34 in Surah (chapter) Baghara in the Holy Quran or other relevant Quranic
verses, one will notice the scrutiny made by exegesists and at times their contrasting views on
the various aspects of this issue. In Hafez's Diwan, the event is alluded to only once; it is in a
verse of one of his lyrics in which most verses, explicitly or implicitly, address a person
whose trait, besides being embellished with internal and external perfections, is "a grace
bestowed upon him beyond human limits". And it is this divine grace which is the cause of
angels prostrating themselves before Adam against any signs of polytheism. Although
researchers on Hafez have ignored the delicate issues underpinning his verse mainly due to
its apparent simplicity, we may, in careful analysis, find this verse of Hafez wrapped in an
aura of ambiguity owing to its brevity, unknown addressee and allusions. This article intends
to analyze and clarify the various underlying details and delicacies of this verse, using the
ideas and views of various interpreters and Hafez analysts.
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