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Abstract

This research is an attempt to look into the behavior of modal verbs in Azeri Turkish. Mood -
Modality is of a syntactic - semantic nature and it represents the speaker's attitude towards
what s/he says. Modal verbs substantiate modality in a language. This study uses Palmer's
descriptive framework of mood and modality (1986, 2001). The research provides a corpus of
two thousand sentences on the basis of which three mood types including Indicative,
Subjunctive and Imperative and also two degrees of Possibility and Necessity are identified.
Besides, the distinction between mood and modality is clearly established: mood is form and
modality is function. In addition, three chief modalities of Epistemic, Deontic and Dynamic
are recognized in Azeri Turkish.
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