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Sa'di and His Influence on French Poets and Writers

Mahdi Heidari
Assistant Professor, Department of French Language and Literature
Faculty of Foreign Languages, Islamic Azad University (Central Tehran Branch)

Abstract

Sa'di is undoubtedly one of the most important Iranian poets who has influenced
literature and poetry of the other nations to a great deal. He has remarkably
influenced the French poets and writers. The similarity between the diction of Sa'di
and that of most French poets and writers indicates that there has been a great
cultural interaction between these two nations and that Iranian literature has had
great impact on French literature. Sa'di and his works have influenced the French
schools of thought in many aspects, from 17" century to 20" century. In this
paper, we aim to reveal some traces of this influence on some French writers
including Voltaire and Jean Kebss while trying to show the readers some common
aspects between them.

Keywords: Comparative Literature, Passage of Time, Absurdity of the World,
Instability of the World
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