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Abstract

This research is concerned with the coding of causation, a topic that raises so many issues
central to cognitive linguistics. Causation plays a central role in everyday human experience.
So it can be considered as one of the integral parts of human cognition or according to Layoff
a notion that exists in our thought. The present paper tries to study the relationship between
the formalists' analysis of causality and the cognitivists' model, and also to explain how
causatives are interpreted in the cognitive approach. The results indicate that the cognitive
approach provides a relatively straightforward solution to the problems raised by formal
approaches (e.g. case grammar), since it does not assume that situations in the real world are
characterized by objectively defined properties. Also, it is claimed that human beings
interpret and conceptualize causative constructions by the help of semantic factors as well as
general functions of the mind. In fact, it is shown that the cognitive analysis of causatives is
in a complementary relationship with formalism.
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(12) Hahaoya-wa kotsujiko-de kodoma-o shinaseta.
Mother-topic traffic-accident by child-object die-causative-past.
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(14) ? Sono kodomo-wa kotsujiko-de hohaoy-o shinaseta.
The child-topic accident — by mother-object die-causative-past
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