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Rosmersholm: Infusing "Chaos" into the Enlightenment

Behzad Ghaderi, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Department of Dramatic Literature
Faculty of Foreign Languages, University of Tehran

Abstract

In An Enemy of the People, The Wild Duck and Rosmersholm, Ibsen forms the
structure, characters and figural aspects of each play with an emphasis on the
discourse of the Enlightenment. This article analyses Rosmersholm in the light
of subjectivism, historicism and hero-worshipping/epoch - making-three tenets
of the discourse of the Enlightenment - and argues that the play casts doubts
on these strategies employed in social contexts. The article further suggests
that the emergence of the grotesque in this play targets both the illuminati and
Ibsen himself as a thinker and a dramatist.

Keywords: Ibsen, Rosmersholm, the Enlightenment, the grotesque, ‘chaos’,
postmodernism.
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