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Table 1: The time span of the present corpus divided into
four major and 14 minor Subperiods.

Old English ~ Middle English
OE1 - 950 ME1 1151 - 1250
OE2 951 - 1050 ME2 1251 - 1350
OE3 1050 - 1150 ME3 1351 - 1420
ME4 1421 - 1500
early Modern English late Modern English
eModE1 1501 - 1570 IModE1 1711 - 1780
eModE2 1571 - 1640 lModEE L 1781-1850
eModE3 1641 -1710 :

periods. The fonner coincide with the tradr%naf quadﬂseqﬁoi:ref«&nghsh into
Old English (OE), Middle English (ME), éaﬂy&dndm‘n Erﬂg]lhh (eModE}, and
late Modern English (IModE), consisting of SOQ,QOG w 400?309 words each;
the latter cover 70 to 100 years and include 100,000 wdi‘ds each.

.CJJ

> Intention .s1,1 > Future s..l
1. Desire .. >

OE Willan " Want " > Will
“future”

Swahili taka " Want " > -ta -
" future " ( Bybee & Dahi -
1985)

OP Xastan " Want " > Xah
" future "

2.5 sue — indefinite article
numeral "one "

0,50 ) paT b S =D (S
3. ile,Lsl — definite articles
demonstrative

i e ¢ S O ol

4 yna

person - number affixes

4. pronouns ,les—

slsdis (Heine et al - 1991)
el s
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