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most out of any language they meet, both- -

more attentio‘n is paid to:

inside and outside the classroom. Teachers

should aim-to develop classroom activities

which help learners to see or hear text correctly -
chunked, As Willis (1990) maintains, o
“Teachers [should] abandon the idea of the...
teacher as ‘knower’ and concentrate mstead'

on the idea of the’ ieamer as ‘discoverer'”

Regarding the role of the learner, the..fjfﬁ'.i

Lexical Approach affords a great deal of *;j-?
flexibility. In the Lexical Approach, it is the

learner who must use all available methods for

developing all language. To promote learner =~

independence, learners are encouraged in
leamner initiated activities, e.g.,leamers acting

as teachers in organising and checking class
activitics, learners creating their own methods

like posters, flashcards, games or role-plays,
learners giving a choice of activities for
diffcrent pairs/groups, etc. Learners are
encouraged to focus on a particular feature of

the text, identify instances of the feature, make
- discoveries and articulate generally about its

use. ‘Learners learn what they are ready for
and in ways that may or may not match what
the teacher does’ (Morgan Lewis 2000),

Implementing the Lexical Approach | :”5-:

Accroding to Lewis (1997) implementing
. a lexical approach in the classroom does not
lead to radical methodological change's but a

major shift in the teacher’s mindset. The
 Lexical Approach involves a bit change in the

teacher’s understanding of the language, but -
only small, consistent changes in the classroom
- so that the approach can be introduced without

serious upheaval. Lewis (1997) provides a
checklist of the changes in both cOntent and

Approac,h involves. In the Lexu_:al Apprcach. |

outside thec}assroﬂm
‘e Preparing leamers fo get maximum benefit
fromtext |

And less attention is paid to: .

e Sentence grammar-single sentence gap-fill
and transformation practices D

e Uncollocated nouns

o Indiscriminate recording of ‘new word’ -

@ Talking in L2 for the sake of it because you

claim to use ‘a communicative approach’

In the Lexical Approach, teaching
procedures typlcally mvolve actmties that

] Enable the learners’ to examine their own
experience of the fanguage '
e Aid retrieval of the larger phrasal units from

- Memory

. Consolidaté chunks that are already "~ -
identified: and drllled ---------- : .

o Help leamers to notice for, themselves how
language is typically used .

e Build confidence -

Typical ‘activities include asking students
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to presem: these in expressxons Rather than ~'a minor role. Instead, learners explore
_ gré:hmar by themselves and construct their
~own personal, provisional rules. Grammar is
.':;pnmarﬂy receptwe and: should a.lm n at leamer

” ;_:FI‘ISI some pattems Wthh tradmonally recelve
.:Qgrammdncal pedagogic treatment might
“indeed be best introduced as lexical phrases.
E iTms may appiy to the conditionals; the pasdwe
reported speech the-ing form; the past
participle; and w111 would, and going to.
Irregular past. tense forms such as was, had,
got, said, may be first learned as lexical items,
Second, some patterns relegated in language
teaching, and usually reserved for advanced
learners, might have a larger role than is often
..whole umts These can by easily retrleved and  assumed(Porto,1998).
fused without the need to » compose them on- - Implementing the Lexical Approach,
: however, does not deny the value of grammar.
Grammatical knowledge permits the creative
recombination "of lexis in novel and
imaginative ways, but it can not begin to be
useful in that role until the learner hgs a
" gufficiently large mental lexicon to which
' grammatical knowledge can be applied.” "

- approach, the role of teacher is that of prov:der '
" model and guide: a comfortabie role,
somewhat llke a coach The teacher helpf the
learners seg when they have it right and When
they need to ad_]ust A'central task for teacher&.
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in natural texts with greater h
than random’ frequency Collocations.
are pairs of lexical content word
commonly found together_ These are
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making it cleaf tﬁﬁt th‘é'
fi om lex1ca13
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Abstract

The Lexical Approach to EFL/ESL teaching refers to an approach derived from the belief
that the building blocks of language learning and communication are not grammar, functions, or
some other units of planning and teaching but lexis, that is, words and word combinations(Richards
& Rodgers, 2001). The Lexical Approach highlights the importance of lexis as being basic to
communication. However, the Lexical Approach does not simply imply a shift of emphasis from
grammar to vocabulary. It is believed that language consists not of traditional grammar and
vocabutary, but of multi-word prefabricated chunks. Chunks include collocations, fixed and
semi-fixed expressions and idioms, which according to Lewis (1997), occupy a crucial role in
facilitating language production, being the key to fluency.

This article looks at the methodological foundations which from the basis of Lexical Approach
to teaching English and the pedagogical implications suggested by them.

Key Words:Lexical Approach, lexical phrases, lexis, collocation, institutionalised utterances,
sentence heads.
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