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in classes. In large classes where there is not
~enough time for participation, student
participaiton can be maximized. Besides, ih such
classes teachers can enlist the help of a few group
leaders to hand out copies, collect the
assignments, and check if everyone has
understood what to do during a task.

Despite the advantages mentioned, some

teachers may not feel positive toward employing
group work activities in their classes. They may
think that it is time consuming and can end up In
chaos or that they may lose control over the class.
Besides, helping the students to recognize that
the purpose of being in a group is for work rather
than a chance to chat may seem difficult,
However, research findings within the 1.2 domain
(Holt, 1993; Kessler, 1992 cited by Qxford 1997)
"~ show that coopérative ]éaming techniqués are

very useful. Teachers can easily practice group

work activities in their EFL classes and
“experience the ease with which their classes will
be managed as compared to individualistic or

only students have higher motivation, enjoy the
class time, and are quite active in performing a

task but also it.provides a better use of class time. .

Differend activities that students can be
reqmred 1o Carry on w1thm groups can be listed

c_qmpr_f_:hensnon questions
® Reading a story and making questions
L] Checkmg the meaning of new vocabulary and

dlscusmng their meaning in the context of :

- gocurrence. ;
® ertmg a summary or a composition
® chussmg an issue, finding solutions,
sharing, ideas before begmmng the discussion
in a whole-class grouping
[ Role playing and practwmg a dlalog orally
(] Prepanng an outhne

Creating Groups :
According to Harmer (2001) three criteria

can be considered in creating groups in a class:
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2 'compared to the gwen input, and
’dents get desp.t.tc the effort teachers

francms _1991) In ciasses cnnducted :through

together, and léarn to cooperate rather thar compete
with each other. The face-to-face interaction amdng
group members brings 3b0ut posn ve
interdependence for achievmg their: common gaals'
and enhances frlendly atmosphere in classroom {Le

are getting with their own work. Through thls .
procedure The teacher’s attltude toward ﬁhe

When a group completes the required task, 1he
members can be encouraged to help members of
Other groups .: . o ::. i ':::. =

'developmg soc1a1 and ]anguage skzlis and as a

means by which learners can extend their leaming
together (Pollard et al., 2003). It can establish -
positive mterdependence amcmg stuclems m such .

...........

of the whole class listening to them Another._”
advantage of cooperatwe lﬁarmng is that studf:lats

with different strengths and weaknesses can wark

_with each other Thzs can help teachers to sal;ve '

teachers to elumdate the pmblem of partzapauﬁm .
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