presented are just some schematic drawings
which are not coloured and are not attractive
to the students. There are no maps to help
students locate the places referred to. The
printing style, the type, and the layout are
ordinary. The binding, cover, quality of paper,
and clarity of illustrations are satisfactory. And
finally, the coursebook is readily available all
over the country.

G. Enjoyment Idnex _

The coursebook provides scope for
individual teaching styles. Most active teachers
enjoy working with such material at this level.
However, it is quite demanding on the teacher.
It requires the teacher to be organized,
otherwise s/he will be short of time. Therefore,
most inexperienced or less active teachers do

" not enjoy working with it.

Conclusion

This article has provided a brief overview
of the issues on evaluating language materials.
To this end, using the checklist textbook
evaluation proposed by Rivers (1981), an
evaluation of "A Preparatory English Course",

published by The Iranian Ministry of

Education, was presented. The writer of this

article believes that the elimination of the

weaknesses pointed out throughout this
~evaluation would lead to an improvement of
the course.
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Abstract _

This article attempts to introduce the major considerations in textbook evaluation and the
steps to be followed in evaluating language materials. To this end, an evaluation of " A Preparatory
English Course"- a coursebook published by The Iranian Ministry of Education-has been done
using the checklist for textbook evaluation proposed by Rivers (1981:477). The writer of the
article hopes that such an attempt would help the authors of the coursebook to improve their
materials.

Key Words: assessment, evaluation, curriculum, deduction, induction, eclectic, approach,

communicative interaction
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