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shapes of them. These degrees can be
demonstrated along a scale and its two
extremes as shown below:

The scale of the degree of predictability of
the meanings of C.Adjs by their forms

oot 18 sl g sk i s R

The two extremes of the above scale show
the positions of group (a) and group (c) of the
C.Adjs which exactly opposite characteristics;
however, the C.Adjes of group (b) will spread
somewhere between these two extremes

~depending on their higher or lower degree of

predictability.

The English language teachers would
logically teach group (a) before group (b) and
group {c) after group (b) to move ahead from
easy to difficult procedure.

Forms and functions of C. Adjs

A final point about C.Adjs which deserves
attention here is that the formal shape of some
C.Adjs reveal to be an adjective by the special
affixes or natural parts of speech they always
characterize (see Quirk et al 1985); however,
many C.Adjs formally resemble the noun or
verb forms but function adjectivally. This
heterogeneity between the form and function
of some C.Adjs causes some problem for
foreign language learners. Some of the
examples of this type of combinations will be
presented here especially to attract the language
teacher’s attention to put more emphasis on
them in their tasks:

hand-to-mouth

nickel-and-dime

touch-and-go
blue-water
deep-sea
queen-size
open-door
mixed-ability
CriSS-Cross
pen-and-ink
back-door
cast-iron
fair-weather
quick-fire
chocolate-box
all-mains
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(a) The first group of C. Adjs are those
whose formal shapes or words used in the
formation of their combination keep their
lexical or denotative meanings, and the entire
meaning of each C. Adj. is more or less similar
to the total meanings ot the two or three words

which make it up. So if the learner knows the .

meanings of the individual words, he can
readily predict the meaning of the whole C.
Adj too, without any serious problem. He even
doesn’t need any context for guessing the
meanings of this type of C.Adjs. The number
of them in the corpus in not relatively high.
Some of their examples are presented below:

multi-racial, grief-stricken, front-page,
gas-fired, round-table, ash-blonde, fifty-
fifty, one-way, one-piece, all-purpose, reply-
paid, black-and-white, air-to-air, hit-and-
run, north-west, never-ending, etc.

{(b) The second group of C.Adjs contains
those adjectives whose meanings can partially
be reflected from their formal constructions or
can incompletely be guessed from the
meanings of the words existed in the
combination. Usually some modifications
should be imposed on the meanings of the
words to adjust it with the total meaning
resulted from the combination or the C.Adj.
Although most of the learner’ guessing may
be along the right path, the presence of
linguistic is very helpful in many cases.
However, once the learner has found out the
concept of these types of C.Adjs, he would not
forget them in future. Try some of the examples
of these combiantions:

lead-free, bare-back, deep-sea, middle-
distance, next-door, round-trip, quick-fire,
ready-to-wear, out-of-the-way, feather-
brained, out-moded, All-knowing, etc.

The meanings of these C.Adjs are mostly

associative,figurative,metaphoric, metonymic;
and context will help guessing more closely.

(¢) The third group of C.Adjs which
constitute the largest and the most difficult
group for the learner consists of combinations
whose meanings are totally idiomatic and
unpredictable from the meanings of the words
used in them. In other words, the individual
meanings of the words of these C.Adjs do not
have anything to do with the total meaning of
their own construction. The learner should
learn the meanings of these C.Adjs from the
context and then memorize them for future use.

Again, some examples of this type of C.Adjs
will be given below, but the Persian equivalents
of them are also provided for the reader to
compare the form and meaning of each one
and concentrate on the meanings of single
words in the combination and the total meaning
of the compounds.

letter perfect o i e el
face-saving ol B gl Rl
hair-raising Sl (Slndomy ¢« byomse
henpecked J3 05
public-spirited PRt
bare-faced b o e g
open-mouthed 833 D o pgos

switched-on ot Ol 53 oKy a AE

fly-by-night oy oS colazel e
holier-then-thou e« AT sl
itty-bitty b sl L sMde ¢ oS

namby-pamby
level-headed
down-hearted

LJ;LML\M?'\ 4 et b Wt
uﬂa.‘.a Gd}i.a.n (.L}j'l.p
et ol U o3 pmdd

The three types of relationships between the
forms and the semantic components of the
C.Adjs very crucially suggest three degrees of
predictability of their meanings by the formal
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sl Gl r

live-in S5 bl il o2 G b 23 i)

poe e @ils (pasena) Y S 2k
pull-down 2554 b b 4y (b)
roll-on Vs ¢ g5 (sbd)

take—away/out EEJeReT e &y&' (de) s

(jgdiu&‘)ﬁJ;éy c Oy oy Y
i pnarn LSS (Jlezaws 3 o b)Y
i3y (6 gb pan IS5 5 ) Y

throw-away

tumble-down .G (i, aylum) ¢ SIS (s
walk-on Sl cays (il )
walk-up samilad Oy

Sub-pattern(b): Noun + Adv/ Prep

South-westernly g ¢ g il 3 GL) Y

o (G)Y 8

South- easternly bt g il 3 GL)Y 2N

s oy (Cg) Y gt g

ton-up b o @il g3 (ol ¢ Slpmn  57pe) (ailale)
Sub-pattern(c): V + Adj/PP

scatter-brained < )15 el iyl (o) slona)

| ol s e e
shatter proof adod) Y S (a2 L Olpd) Y
S (65 ¢ S fa gt
stand-up Br1D) (nx.f- k) IJ.G.‘!) =Y ealol (M'u_); elde) 28
Nl T B

Sub-pattern(d): V+ V
g0-g0 ' g 09 (4025 5 b))
pass-fail a4 cg3m50 - J a3 (4 el 0,0)

S8 600 5 Sy 4y

Sub-pattern {(e): N+ V
self-drive okdly Oy (SlalS Jmesl)
Subpattern(f): Adv + Adv

50-50 by g 4 g

w
=
<
&)
it}
2,

Conclusion

Compound adjectives (C.Adjs) are very
numerous, active and of vast variety which are
used in all skills of English very ferquently.
Consequently, an English language learner
can’t help learning them very seriously if he
wishes to cope with English as a medium of
communication. The following table will
provide the information about the frequency
of each pattern along with its percentage of
occurrence in the corpus under study.

Pattern | Formal Structures Total No.of | Percentage of
Occurrence | Occurrence

No.1 N+Adj 398 %36.92
No.2 Adj+Ad] 277 %25.69
No.3 Adj+N 131 %12.15
NO4 N+N 60 %5.56

No.5 Adv+Adj 25 %2.39

No.6 Adj+Preposition 26 %2.41

No.7 All{Det)y+Adj/N 53 %4.91

NO.8 3/4 Woed Adj 62 %5.75

No.9 Adv/pre+N 24 %222
No.10 Miscellaneous 22 %215

Total No. 107§ %99.99#100

The total number of the C. Adjs collected
and dealt with in this study was amounted to
1078 items, and the most frequent pattern of
them was revealed to be the combination of
N+Adj which shows the 36.92 percentage of
the entire set. Pattern No.10. is composed of
some small sub-groups of C. Adjs the example
of which have already been presented.

Teaching and Learning Significance
of C. Adjs

If we study and compare the forms and the
meanings of the C. Adjs, we can really
distinguish three different groups among them
as far as the relationship between the forms
and meanings are concerned. These groups will
be described below one by one.



mede-to-measure b ()
made-to-order e gaiue i Slaw(ilada Wl
ready-to-wear Gl sz gn (uld)

The second subcategory is the four-word
adjective. The adjectives related to this
category anre made up of four words. All the
examples which have been existed in the
corpus are presented below:

hole-in-the-wall i, 15(e & 5 (2l ¢ SOl ple < OY i)
middle-of-the-road ¢ Jaw e Y Jazes ¥ 5, 4l )
J e

out-of-the-way a3 31 55 L2IGY oy coalidhgn )
roll-on-roll-off &5 plaleyiss (b 228 o pdls)
7 e (25 o o 35y Sl 4l ol
run-of-the-mill 3L e 4 Jyane
up-to-the-minute _Y §ls g5 « o 5o36 (olebh )
i) 4y dand (30135) X a2 5T (g g o)

Pattern No.9: Adverb/Preposition +
Noun

In this pattern, the first element in an adverb
or a preposition and the second element is a
noun. The distinction of the first constituent
as an adverb or preposition is not exactly clear
in all cases. That in why we made a general
pattern of these two cases. Their examples are
given below and the entire number of them is
about 24 items.

Group (a): Adverb+Noun
cross-border S (55 vakes)

cross-country b (3 diles)
counter-terrorist s ) 9 5 et
downstairs/down-stairs oeb ail ¢ sl
down-wind 3l hhs g o

dounhill/downhillosy s T Jie « OLalZY (505

downstream NS e 53

down-market o e bl ¢ ds aale

no-win oS 4y g5
outside I R N IR G IR BT

J.m‘rs
outsize(d)  Jyens b ylame o0t 31 3855 (el

south-westernly YT

Group(b): Preposition + Noun

indoor Sl Jea (20-Y e )
in-flight el sallaglyn)
in-house bl 08 ¢ J s
IN-SErvicefinservice  uds p (Cwnds frand
inshore W
off basefoffside  nige Jf gyl colantl > Shals
on linefonline (g, « Joame ¢zl 4 g gelS)
S e s

on-screen amiar (595 (JpalS 5 O 2 510)
onshore e
In print PR r'l.oSJ 2y g (;_-*L?S)_T;‘JL:;-GJ)WQ
e s o T

onstage s (58
underground et

No.10: Miscellaneous Compound
Adjectives

There is a small group of compound
adjectives which cannot be classified into a
general pattern but they should be considered
and taken into account because the learners
may come across them in texts or spoken
language and need to learn them. For this
purpose we bring them below here and will
take care of them in our EFL task. They will
constitute some sub-patterns of their own.

Sub-pattern (a): Verb + Adv/Prep
knock-about <35 O (5 4eS)
knock-down 3B (Old) Y ¢ i sl (Cand)
knock-ontass sl nss 3G bl SLEL il )l
knock-out i (alus) Y e ¢ lovs a5 e
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All-hearing (o} 5o aan 0
All-high (Al e 51 5N,
All-holy (o3 ddl) joraos 3l o
All-laudable (damdl) akind foliu L
All-loving (33301 aipls e S lonns

All-merciful (oo ) 0k oo 3 sl

All-mighty. (Almighty) odd 4zl 338 Sl

Olandl ¢ 52500
All- pardoning Coandl) oS gie Lo
all-in « ilraea Y aalai Lol cayS camst (o) glma) _

S pled 515
All-inclusive (fmedl) Glas fol
All-knowing (k1) 01515 jlony
all-out " odilaly g4t
All-peaceable (pdl) s o
Ali-perceiving ST okl S gl gt gl
All-perfect (z3d) Glaa Jes
all-potency Galah) Glhae o6
All-powerful  (jaziell ¢ uai < o) Jols Ul b
All-preserver (poege)) okl i MalS
Sublime (5adl) gl ,S (Jlaa
All-subtle (k) cqy b sl
All-sufficient (D) WS35 5l
All-sustaining (ool b atan
all-mains Jos J (3,
All-merciful (o) Ol Kiyltsn,
All-purpose o) shais dan

All-potent (318} S as plonit (51,2 015 s1yls <Ll

All-stat Jﬁuabﬁjprw”bp(w,r\g)
All-sustaining Cpsedll) p3lan 5 Ml s
all-there LS APS

Pattern No.8: Three / four- Word
Adjectives

This type of compound adjectives are of two
subcategories, The first one is composed of
three constituents, one of which may be a
preposition, a conjunction or an article. In
some of them you may find a noun and an
adjective as their content words; in some

@ o700, 15

- blow-to-blow

others, there may be two nouns or twbp
adjectives; however, we can’t predict the
meaning of most of them on the basis of the
meaning of their content words. There have
been 62 items of this type of compound
adjectives in the collected corpus. You will find
the examples in here:

Examples with conjunctions

Almighty and Glorious Oaz) Jors e
black and blue 355 (Comgs)
black-and-white sl s lotnn(O gy 3 415D

black-and-dagger slisesc; e pwlo o) shas)
hit-and-miss L CENRN L P WP T WS
hit-and-run SSalde s 8 0p(dalas)
life-and-dead _F55 s Sna by oc bl st
Spedo b Ol 5L Y
nickel-and-dime iy 3o ¢ oo e, (340

out-and-out Aoz e e plas clne plot

pen-and-ink (8 ol i 5 - )b)

rough-and-ready ¢ sus papw ¢ s Y ¢ (5 s pur 2
- a§'lj“‘

smash-and-grab . 5 /K2 « o5 0p(aes ¢ (g353)
touch-and-go FIETIE
up-and-coming KU PR J 20 | P

Examples with prepositions,etc.
air-to-air
air-to-ground

(Sis0)lpn algn
et 4 lsa
Tyt ¢ 38 & g0 Coor doe i

bunper-to-bunper

R 4 oday
day-to-day Ja0%50-Y sy o)
hand-to-hand L u.i‘v.ﬁs(a))\.x ¢ \-i-‘r)

head-to-head it ¢ 35,5395 (Walaea by 48528

heart-to-heart Ls:l.,a.b‘,:a- swb_;a_’_) o “:“"'"'lJJ gS) '

house-to-house THEPIH P

one-to-one Gahal (S S

Person-to-person  «awlicss wopes Yoy, 9,0
Y-t Ry g -y



meanings of the two constituents that make
them up. The Persian equivalents of these
adjective should be carefully studied and
memorized. The total number of these
combinations existed in the corpus is 26.

Examples of Adjective + Preposition

hacked off Sleas (5,8
hard up SPRICULO PEI-VRTI
buttoned -up ¢ 38>-T 308 (st oSl
sl

built-up T GRPR G5 U PR R TUR
Sty (u.‘..aS) -r

built-in 1 EU - W PRI S PR

LT CRU-PREL SR

cheesed-off  ae ccolli Y duo g yoals cis

clued-up o8T ¢ pllas
far-off ookl 533 Y cCamdygn ¢ ppea)
burnt (burned) out g Y S cahyly e
swept-back  s2) s (3] Y i 4y plaza (Laglya JU)
jumped-up sdren) Oy 33 4 636
leftover adila 3L_Y ¢ AL codile FLY
lived-in

Mb—r-& Gwﬂ'.‘l LUSL.-:
made-upa;LaT sasla T CJ:'&'JJ’ ¢ &L.-_Y oéjs u:".b—l'-‘

paid-up  s35  codd S (iblye 5 lulusl)
g (53la) Y
pend-up @b g s G (el gaiae) N

23l 5 (S3t) Y
right-on 5, hlee 4 bg,n Y Gy hlee Ol 2 5520
screwed-up
stuck-up
switched-on

el vzl (-\.:L:.alﬁ)
i‘ua n..l.'.f 4 umx (g_}‘au)
sl Ol s WK bs

Pattern No.7: Determiner(All) +
Adjective/Noun

A group of compound adjectives in English
are created by the combination of “all” (as a
determiner or pre-determiner) and an adjective
or a noun, In the Arabic language there is a group
of exaggeration adjectives (4 il s L oilis)

which are also used as the attributes to God and
have become the Names of Allah. In the English
language, there are not any counterparts for
these adjectives; they are artificially made on
the basis of this pattern to compensate the lack
of the equivalents of the Arabic counterparts.
In the Persian language, the same Arabic words
are well known to Persian speakers. The
exaggeration adjectives in Arabic are produced
on the basis of three grammatical paradigms
(Lawl) which are Ja «Jyeb «JLodand their
examples are o> 2535 « ik In Arabic there
are many names of this type to term God. In
the following list, of course, some of these
adjectives of exaggeration can be found and
some others are those of original type, not the

calque.

all-(a)round iy o den cOph g3 0)lS aca
All-aware o) il brdan 3 5z aen )l
All-accomplish_ed (JolsI) oYLS ol
All-benign (cidall) 3l e SlS
All-bounteous (Ol Jeuts) gal ¢ JolS ouiiiey
All-bountiful (V) Gl 203
All-clement (r,)aJ\) DY
All-compassionate N
All-compeller GladD) Sla
all-conquering PPN O 4

All-embracing (autgh) caes p s cann p Jald
All-exalted (Jlazall) aen)) YL
All-faithful (o5ed) JulS Slat
all-fired a3 Lt o3b) ¢ ol (oS0l o) slons)

All-forgiving (5 paall) SLalE ann edilsey
All-generous (o2 S plinns by 5 il Sl
All-gentle (3 M) ey Dhs bl
All-guiding (sl Js sola
All-giving (lagt) sy L
All-glorious (SCIURE NPT S B
All-good (e S <o 5
All-grateful (SLEID 0yl S8 sl
All- great GSNaan 3 855 e on 5o
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quick-fire
red-brick

Jlasdl b
s el asla
right-hand-drive Ol ol (adis aleaap)
Pattern No.4: Noun + Noun
This type of compound adjective is
somehow interesting because two nominal
componenis are combined to make a form
functioning adjectivally. The overall meaning
of the compound is not easily predictable and
distinguishable from the combination of the
meanings of the two nouns which make it up.
The meanings produced by this type of
compound adjectives are broader than the
meanings of the two nouns. The total number
of the collected compounds is 75 items.

Examples of Noun + Noun

arm-chair dllboay o fos g <O Jal
ash-blonde Sl aghs ()
band box e 03) PO € g (553
bed side LS Y iy
buck shee ol 9 e ¢ lawe (ke
chicken shit J3 ¢ g
north-west i adld ¢ @ dld
ocean front oeldl b
one-shot (=one-off)  ( lial) 534 pamcs S5
Queen-size 5

PR SR G
gl 4 s t.eL?u.':v_aLﬂ_-u.'.i

chocolate-box
fifty-fifty

helter-skelter 4wy 5 oy ]

humdrum ERLE R RLIP M
hush-hush Algs ¢ s cailo s
leasehold oyl
one- woran ST arJL-i-o.i.:_Lg.'J(L;.g;_:.Lc L)
part-tirne Sdgdas <y 0yl
parish-pump el (4 by a) e
piece-meal Tt S S aSSasS
oL 70 Vol L 13

¢
g

Pattern No.5: Adverb + Adjective

The two words which produce this type of
compound adjective are an adverb as the first
component and an adjective as the second one.
Some of these adverbs require a present or a
past-participle following them in the
combination. There were 25 example of this
type of compound adjectives in the whole data
20 of which are given here:

counter-productive oessae | i amS gl
counter-revolutionary B A
down-right JolS ¢ s

fully-fledged L« plod ¢ JalSY 3o 50 ap poli gz ) Y

down cast ol asp, (L) 2Y Kyl cosyeuidl )
down hearted et ¢ el ¢ 03 el
ever green Sl Al © e et

ever lasting slu . ;,S,.f S plasbY haglr (gl

highly strung T032) ¢ g2 ¢ e
never ending i plad oL o e OLL
non-smoking Camed 4 gy 0 ¢ o
ba 58t

outgoing eluat «p 80 Y 6,80yl / i) Sl s
outlying o3l 9
outmoded 833l el ¢ gguiia cargS
outright s Y s aled ¢ JalS
s g sty

outspcken 03 st s e =Y S50
outspoken 5L v engas
outstretched  casldlde Y Kt carmm )
835 U3 T Bgna

outstretched b g 003525
out worn 2Bl s 5 ¢ pin cagS

Pattern NO.6: Adjective + Preposition

The two main elements of this type of
compound adjective are an adjective and a
preposition which follows the adjective and is
hyphenated in the written form. The meanings
of the most items of these adjectives are
idiomatic and cannot be predicted by the



interest-free el 53 o s ply
lead-free

letter-perfect

e Qs 72
g..JTII..J—'I' B ) L_)._n_}\

moonstruck ol ‘&L; 95 -¥ 6l di
noteworthy o ¢S g )

Pattern No.2: Adjective + Adjective

This pattern of compound adjectives is
made up of two components each one of which
is an adjective by itself. The two adjectives may
be of the same type or of different kinds. That
is, one of them may be originally an adjective
in terms of part of speech, and the other one a
derived adjective with an adjective affix or a
participle. The following examples will show
their structures and forms better. The number
of this type of adjectives collected in the corpus
is 251. These compounds again, may be
hyphenated, separated or combined together
in their orthographical shapes.

Examples of Adjective +Adjective
absent-minded Sl e
arty-crafty FRPTIRPPM PR
bare-faced
bushy-tailed
clear-sighted

oty ok v a0

Sl Blida cBph 9 sy
oheagd ¢ Bl Lty
close-mouthed

Geed ¢ l3g
CT1SS-Cross obls (o o
double-breasted Syl (US)
easygoing Sbsp ¢ Jamin Y el pS0lad
full-mouthed Sesls o pps
high-born s 3 S b a5 Sy

ill-considered akdd ol €8s

itty-bitty(isty-bisty) b slass 4 08
level-headed ke g Jgine ¢ Jple
like-minded Whlas 5 Jdan ¢ Shan coptapa
multi-racial gal dm

namby-pamby i ¢ glebes| Y Cins )

near-sighted QL Sry

nuclear-free
open-mouthed

&l dnn C}L.- Hsle ¢ il
03 il ¢ e

Pattern No.3: Adjective + Noun

As it is self-expressive, the first constituent
of this compound is an adjective and the second
one is a noun. All the adjectives are simple,
original ones and not the derived ones. The only
exceptional is *“mixed” in “mixed ability”.
These adjectives are made up of only one
morpheme and a few of them consist more than
one syllables. The nouns in this combination
are both concrete and abstract ones. Most of
the resulting compound adjectives are very
frequently used and necessary for everyday
conversation.

There are 111 of this type of compound
adjectives in the corpus, 20 of which are
presented here as examples:

Examples of Adjective + Noun

all-round VTR OTY SV N P IR
back-door P it ol
bare back RESREIRY
blue water Lo gl (225)
cast-iron GV Yy

catty/kitty-comer gy b o8 tlbwe 455 (s wily)

deep-sea Jorlen 315 (s (e Caandd 3
front-page Jab amiws (walijy )
fair-weather ol an (53}
heavy- duty patie ¢ plsalon oold D

middle-distance
mixed-ability

C.«-nLZQ-'n aas ¢ (42 aisla)
uc.ln..« r.ﬂ;U c(uijy‘\- C e AS)
e glesascull

next door Sl dils ¢ lgs ar e
old -style 1,3 agS vy S Y aoldl ka3 ¢ apdd )

open-door e (o pl e cl)
own-label/brand (Silayle) 345 (gylaws SHle b
plain-clothes e el
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the basis of varieties of word combinations and
the number of words which produce them may
be two, three or four, and not always two words
only.

The purpose of this study is to search for
all types of structural combinations and to
discover the different kinds of general patters

“of compound adjectives which are currently

used in the English language. The Persian
equivalents of the adjectives are also provided
for all the examples of each pattern to facilitate
their teaching and learning. It is hoped that the
introduction of these adjectives which are very
active in the language use, would help language
learners in their ELL task and enhance their
language proficiency significantly.

Procedure

In this research, a great attempt has been
made to collect as many prevalent and useful
compound adjectives as possible from the valid
sources, and then to categorize them on the
basis of the types and positions of words which
make them up into similar constructions. From
each category a general pattern have been
captured which can be used for pedagogical
purposes in EFL situations. The patterns will
be described in the following section and for
each one 20 examples with their persian
equivalents will be provided.

Structural patterns of compound
adjective

From amongst the compound adjectives
collected in dada (corpus), ten general patterns
could be captured. Some of these patterns
revealed to be more active and more prevalent
in everyday language conversation and daily
activities, and so they are more frequent than
the others. The statistical data in the conclusion

’ Mo 700V01 L 58

part will distinguish these types of compound
adjectives, The following sections of this paper
are devoted to the description of these patterns.

Pattern No.1: Noun + Adjective

This pattern of compound adjective is
composed of two main elements, the first of
which is a noun and the second an adjective.
The adjective is originally a word which
functions as an adjective, and it may be a
present participle or a past participle. Although
most of the types of these compound adjectives
are hyphenated in written form, some are put
together as a single word, and a few of them
are written separately with a space in between.

The Persian equivalents provided in the list
of examples will help the learner 1o learn,
memorize, and retrieve these adjectives in
reading and writing and also in oral practice of
the English language. The total number of the
examples of this kind of adjectives collected in
the corpus amounted to 388 items but only 20
of them are randomly presented here:

Examples of Noun+Adjective

accident-prone
ell-buttoned
breath-taking
cash-starved
cocksure
cost-effective
crystal-clear
dirt cheap
duty-bound
egocentric
gas-fired
gender-specific
grief-stricken
hair-raising
henpecked
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addition of special adjectival affixes have been
converted to adjectives, like the following

examples.
Noun+suffix Verb+suffix _
faulty (:y) dependént (-ent)
lovely (-ly) pleasant (-ant)
famous (-ous) active  (-ive)
critical (-al) damaged (-ed)
lifelike - (-like) surprising (-ing) -

wooden (-en)

skilled (-ed) manly (-ly)"

(¢) The third type of adjectives are the
compound adjectives which are made up of
the combination of two or more words and
function as a single word adjective. Celce-
Murcia and Larsen-Freeman (1999:3853)
~ contend that compound adjectives originate
from participles. They assert, “Both present and
past participles can be codified by nouns or
adverbs to create compound participial
adjectives, such as:
noun + present participle: a man eating tiger

( )ly'-f:T)
noun + past participle: a flea - bitten dog
(oo ¢ gl 1oy 5 S05)
adverb + present participle: a fast-rising star.
(S gl aan 51 ing3)
Adverb(intensifier) + past participle: a much -
loved story.” (2o camnys sl

Parrott (2000:19) terms this types of
adjectives as “Multiword Adjectives™ and
defines them as thus, “Many adjectives are made
up of two parts (usually connected by a hyphen),
- these two-part adjectives are multiword
adjectives. The second part of multiword
adjective is often a participle from, e.g.:

adverb and past participle: well-liked,
well-intentioned, beautifully-written

Prefix-+adjectiv Proper noun-+suffix

“unclear - (un-)
inactive (in-)

satisfactory(-actory) 1
- apolitical (a-y .

disloyal (dis-) Arabian _(-ian)
Australian (-n)

Victorian (-n)

impure - (-im) _ Iapariese (-ese)
irregular (ir-)  Spanish  (-ish)
nonracial(rion-) - Islamic  (-ic)

Aristotelian _(—ian)

noun and past participle: feather-brained,
self-contained, people-oriented.”

Parrott (ibid:20) continues, “We also derive
adjectives from multiword verbs (e.g., wear
someone out, tie someone up). In this case the
first part is usually a participle form (e.g. worn-
out, tied-up)”.

He also adds, “Other multiword adjectives do
not involve participle forms, e.g. two-piece, birds-
eye and slip-on in the following description:

“His two-piece, birds-eye suit is impressive,
his blue shirt with its rounded collar
immaculate, his thin/faintly European slip-on
shoes impeccable.” (ibid:20)

As the above-mentioned opinions reveal, the
modern grammarians, parrott, Celce-Murcia
and Larsen-Freeman confine the types of
compound adjective to the constructions mainly
originated from participles. The assumption of
this research is, however, that the multiple-word
adjectives (here after referred to as compound
adjectives) are not only limited to these
structures as adverb/noun+participle.

Research assumption and purpose
The research assumption is that, compound
adjectives in English may be constructed on
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Introduction

Adjective, as a whole, is a word or a phrase
which is used with a noun, adds a concept to it
and, in the meanwhile, describes, limits and
identifies it (Frank 1993). An adjective can be
used as an answer to the questions which begin
with What kind?, Which?, Whose?, How
many? etc. (Vossoughi et al., 1993) like the
following examples:

1- I need a large-size, blue T-shirt. (What
kind...7)

2- This shirt is dark-blue and that one is
light-blue . (Which ...?)

3- John’s T-shirt is left on the counter,
(Whose...7)

4- I want to buy more than one T-shirts.
(How many...?)

Stageberg (1971) defines adjective as . A
word which is inflected with -er and -est or uses
“more* and “most* to change to comparative and
superlative degrees (when they are more than two
syliables). Adjectives are capable of forming

LURY/6 Y I e

adverbs with -ly and/or nouns with -ness, for
example:

Close, closer, closely, closeness

high, higher, highly, highness

beautiful, more beautiful, most beautiful,

beautifully

Celce-Murcia and Larsen-Freeman
(1999:381) state, “Adjectives are words that
describe a quality of a word".

As far as the forms of adjectives are
concerned, we can distinguish three types of
adjectives: (a) simple word (single morpheme)
adjectives whose part of speech is originally
adjective and they lack any type of affixes.
They may be used attributively before a noun
any / or predicatively after a noun via a copula
(Leech svartvik 1975); e.g., old, young, live,
alive, asleep, etc. (b) the second type of
adjectives which are sometimes referred to as
adjectivals are complex or derived ones (Quirk
etal.1985). They are a set of words which have
originally been nouns or verbs and by the
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Abstract

Compound adjectives characterize different types of formal structures and vast variety of
combinations of two or more constituents. This feature of compound adjectives has made their
cognition and application more complicated than it apparently seems. Nevertheless, they have
not been competently and diffusely discussed in any grammar book. Since they are utilized in
teaching and learning English very abundantly and actively, a more profound consideration and
scrupulous investigation of them seem absolutely necessary.

The purpose of the study was first to make a distinction amongst the simple(single
word),complex (derived) and compound (multiword) adjectives, and then to search for all types
of structural combinations of compound adjectives in order to make generalizations among them,
and findlly to classify them into a few general patterns of structure for a pedagogical and
comprehensive description.

As a result, 10 general structural patterns could be established out of all different structural
diversities of compound adjectives, and each pattern was described pedagogically; furthermore
a number of examples with their Persian equivalents were also provided for each pattern. It 13
hoped that the employment of these patterns in the classroom would facilitate both the teaching
and learning of them.

Key Words:adjective, compounding, derivation, complex, simple, attributive, predicative
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