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The present article is an attempt to investigate the vexing issues surrounding SLA theories.
The discussion has been limited to six important areas such as the construction and role of the
theories in SLA, theory building approaches, the scope, the form of a theory of SLA, the evaluation
of SLA theories, and in subsequent sections, three major classes of theories in SI.A: nativist,
environmentalist, and interactionist will be described. Finally, the question is raised whether the
field can be regarded as being in a state of transition between paradigms or is it a case of the
discipline’s advancement from a pre-paradigmatic to a paradigmatic state. The purpose of these
considerations is to gain a better insight into what seem to be the alternatives in the development
of Second Language Acquisition Research (SLAR) and its prospects for the attainment of
applicative success.
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