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Abstract 

The popularity of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and its repeated copying over the centuries have 

subjected the text of the poem to a vast array of errors. Dr. Khaleghi-Motlagh's complete 

edition of the epic, published in 2007, significantly facilitated the work of the Shahnameh 

scholars by making a dependable text of the poem available to them. Better investigation of 

the Shahnameh is now possible thanks to Khaleghi-Motlagh’s magisterial text that provides 

a wealth of variants in its critical apparatus. The subject of the present article is the 

correction of five verses in the story of Forud son of Siavakhsh. In all but one edition of the 

poem, the text of these verses is corrupt. In the course of restoring these verses, the authors 

also discuss a number of important grammatical and linguistic issues that may be useful to 

the readers of the poem. They also consider the problems presented by words that have two 

different pronunciations in the Shahnameh. 
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