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The relationship between faith and knowledge in Kant's thought
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Abstract

In the second preface to the critique of pure reason, Kant states that one of his purposes in
writing this book is to make a room for faith. In paragraph A822 / B850, Kant deals with the
threefold plan of knowledge, faith, and opinion; knowledge is something both subjectively
and objectively sufficient. Faith is something that is sufficiently subjective and objectively
insufficient, and opinion is something that is subjectively and objectively insufficient. In the
meantime, the paradoxical state of faith has attracted the attention of some Kant scholars. In
this article I will explain that: First, what is faith in Kant’s thought and how is it justiied.
Second, what is the relationship between faith and knowledge in Kant's thought? And finally
we explain that, Kant's understanding of faith, which he refers to as pure rational faith,
although it has much in common with the definition of faith in Christianity, has a very
different foundation. To be more precise, Kant offers a human and secular meaning of faith
and religion, which is in complete contradiction with the main themes of faith in the
Abrahamic religions, such as belief in the unseen. This is an important point that some
contemporary Kant scholars have overlooked.

Keywords: Kant, Faith, Knowledge, Religion, Pure rational faith.

— morteza.rohany@gmail.com






Y44 QL.MA) 9 I_SL‘:' AK aJL«;’ ‘r.hé)'\ji JL-N u_iif:éL.a 6“’1‘9 41}34'/“'/\

L ceils e 55 LU (PCR: AXID) (J 0 5 (s5ln
Jie s g ssas et 5 Sl Oslg Ol
S e My Lo sl 5 b (e (o
S Sl Jds ed 458 o are G Loyl S
D b s S e asdie 6;<i> R{Cpr LY
fode 25 a4 (g 5l sl
b Sl e oS b ad l db e
el o 5 01 la o Sl o 035 s
NCPR: AXXID) (0T s, 5l be same

S Sl 5 e S S e Jie AB
S dliea S 5dle Oalgnlay shaeay (Sl s >
Ly Ll Cale 408 5 o 51 iy ad ol il
L e w3l Ll (S § s g0 45 g OIS
Ol Ole ol L3 L3 ol s S o (o 2
PP v RGN NS g AT B i
PRI S RS P
Ol Jbis & 6ly5k Jie o pdlie S (53 Olan Ll
(i S F eSS (10 VA0 (L) b
S Sl 5 Wl Kon |y a5 5k 056
ot e S o JSE s 5l el ol
SLesl S il 4 oS a0 50 i Olgea 0o
el 0 S sty S5

e 5 me i s LB el N5 s 23S
0L sl aslinul 48 dias OLES OF L 5a8 5 550>
23 e Jie glaed) 5 auls palis I SIS
Sl w8l el e g e (615 S sdle sl
03, S Al pga Sy 63 sal cnl ool )l
OLaS 5 ol o e 15 0T Lo il 3 0 At g
@J@UJJJ'JACS\));‘@A\J&JJJJA«S&S&
55 5 Sl 0l B A 4 o 5l aS ol L 548
S i 4S |y Slae ol ol Ut

QJLQ})‘S&L?‘}JJ‘J&JJM&JQ‘)}]&

-

A die
e L a5 LS (g Fage 53 6
ol 03,8 (e ) 355 &l gl (e
350U (Dl Al g s es «
b s e il il a0 g0 4
Al 0T bgs o Jilow 5 (3 S pshae LS
Col a S1knes sdtas odel ol 31 50 _ 0l
82 gcbzme o 0 Ol by s 85k, Mt OS
Camler 53 0 g Gl ol g e e
O Sl ol 23¥ (oS (5,55 ol 5 ey
e i ol b s S8 an glads w5k
258 G3lal e
33 ol & U Sl s s el 4 (ZIE
el atils Ca
RIS e oo Gl aeds Slos 025 al
J= s el Sl Gla i 3 ) g
S S e
PCR: B) (555 5L Oleg! sl b B jils LSS .Y
05 3550 a8 Jol 5, ais pl aS (XXX
>SS o O il i oy
(YA DA (K s)
Slomean B o sl o) 500 il a5 UL
o b oo Sl i (Sln 03551 a3
S glie 5 adedd 555 Ol 03 Seal B o sias L
Ol 31 e ke 1 58 e enl cplys SISl
TGO urUa;j e OUS U& - oo Lo et YL
an 550 pls jsbas |y s 58 AR e 4SS
S s 053 ol a8 oy ke gla sl
s A0S S T S s Ll e o0
)l e 3l el Dl AR RABIRCEE
5l e ple b 4 Sl Ll L OIS

S 3l Slis O Gl o 5 Gy paizmen



\YA/%E‘SJ}\) Jb)} d.ajf /eSS ;..;".J_.,Ul)b wﬂjubﬁil ﬁa{b

ol 3 sl Bl S ome | DLl 2 e
0l 4 by ie S ditea ol Olas oS bg i
Ol g e das sy b isl el 4y (il O
23 e s ool s eslE &S el ol
4SS e aoST il s e 0L Lo 4 Ol
(Cmol O 53 O35 smedy bais L 7o et
S e 815 (VA0 i\ VAL (51S) «(Pro 4: 336)
Y C;‘”" (23S Lo O C)b'- sobe
les S Lo Sl
Lgs Lo ioils ST a8 o 0T Lol lzes Ll
sl el 5 3 5o el 25 G b
ol s Glaze &5 Silssls 5 las sl asle O
355 ol G |5 0l S 4580 il Oley
ol B S S pad el s Radie 53 (2SS
035 Oleal (sl ol 03 55b el i il s
Ol Ol e jme 51 5 &5l baS s el
Sl ol 0Ll 53 OT G slaze (Gl (S Comns
3By aS Cdls e g Ll el sy e
B e N IS CRT-P vy - NWEPRES,
G L EL T o P B B W e T ST L
53 (Silen) olidloe (g 5kae 35 0 Lo
Sl Vol 38 a5 53 2 e 5 1
ColS B S Wles S OlaS olidlay & 5 cd
spmmg i syl ol S me DG LSS s
LT 5l A e sme Lo 405 25 o LS 5l
e i Lol 1YV AL (U ) ol i)
Lo a8 s ol i (S a3l a8 el O
5 e Dol sl i3 Ll 51 amms (glins
G b bo oS ol ol altee Sty Wl o
A el et Ll 4 ol 5 e (g3 as
35 6l Y Sl L Jis w2 Ol e I

Ll B 50l 53 S A DLs bl e il

L e )l odsl p s Sy SO a4
(AN INYAL (o SS) «(Pro 41 258) Js;
Lad e (yo0 165 S o gmy o 355 IS &S S
Leser 2l Ol o Lf o S (’*“Tf. Shs 3
5 el psghe oS (Bl 555 5 4 L sl s
aanld 4SS s esgte Ll o) e e
L e o ) Ll o B3I OT A 54
o el angallale S s 5 S e Jin
w8 «(Pro 4: 260) s v,.al_a.a S ol
(AN YAL

e oy Ui o5 L3 b oI s b
Ly Lol b anlallinle a8 Y5 de  Mis fosms
Ol 5o Il 53 Olee Sl el 555 0
D4 V.:.al‘,}'

5 angallinle Cins g 4 S _nSISs (L
(A3 O s pged oS 6,500 S o 3 5 oo

el ga 3 1,8 4 S (gl ikl (O
e g oS 3 e e s s b el SV i
OF 53 OLas 84S Wils o os,eds 5 Ll 5 )08
JECE U PSR R PRCWIRON : JRY PNt
YA (S ) (LB OF Slas e O sk
(M

Slo sl o (Sl O 90) 1l diime OIS
s Ol s 40l Oy 5355 00l Lo oy Wil g5 o
Al g e 09 O S8 ALl (S5 &=
L Ll «(B76/A52) (15, S alle 0oy Las 5l
}fﬁ;ﬁ»éﬁycﬁfd@deb@j}
L losed bois oy cddl WIS pod pmim ol 4 5>
Al Lo oil Al ot O w0 Lo S 305
S8 Ol 5 o g5 ol b (BTSIABL) (5 o0
syl 4 Ol s e b sl sde Ly S

Sj:.wf Ol e gliael @ Osls a5 5 3 ool



Y44 QL.MA) 9 I_SL‘:' AK aJL«;’ ‘r.hé)'\ji JL-N u_iif:éL.a 6“’1‘9 41}34'/“‘:'

313 e oy OF Ol Jal s 2 (5
e QTQJ;J}W)JJQ}))J} QJJS‘.,\.:.:M
el (5303) 0T 05 8 akad 5 03 Syl (6l

0% 5 A 3 G 1 Ol ol Ay, &
Aalal > (o gat | i e (SS9l e
= Uv.;jjl_(;\ L o5l po g s seee o dar
S sl Sz 1 S e (038 5L Ol (512
53 Jae 38 Ok Ol P e &S sl ol
S A i el e Dby ey S ile
Slslal i 5 Sl B el
5 (CPR: BXXX) (sl o3l ol 5ot
e s sloul oole rtiv\j\r)_g-»
CPR )«ui;:j;'- L S PV Ve I Wi PR WS- S
(BXXXVI

Ly cplme Joo A8 L 5)ls an SIS (831550
So Dl s ot essu &S 1S e
oS e ol Cols LS (sl Ol
Slo iy a8 ol b jls om0 31 2l
as O, Joer DU G bl o (b
L 0BT ples sl o2 5 O e ol sl
3525 Olgr 53 ool SGpdlie o5 |5 tanns
5Ol Al sy s ekl 5 s el axils
S5y e Jio ddr (25 Gmen OT Lol o
el gl el el Cab js 4S5l
Sl 5ol S8 o O aids Wil St
an (lalidl fadior o QUGS 5 b3l cdiian
CPR: ) (3,03 5 0lbe 511y du opl o gllasls ol 30
(BXXXI

S S i3l bzl ol daior o Ll
LSO e il 2l s ol diiee 23S
e s past s SLols s s ass

3L bl gl Olgeas o331 5 Ll sl ==

Sl o mre O gzman Slgud el 53 e (o
i S 5yl s 3 s B oS e 3l e
it g5l el ol el 5 o oS
p e Bt 50 | feagds 5 o 5t A 5%
Cogr )l 48 s e O w0 ol ol s 28l
e O3 |5 e s e gt ) W 5 5 m
OLlndSS 5 Gidenal Sl o) et Dol 4 2
s L 5y SIS 5 S CansaSS SEBIRE
e es Jis 5L S e g e 0800l O
L Ol 25) i bl Sl 5 o oSS,
Ol 5 elod b cnlple 5 o5 D13 [l B3l ¢ 52 50
Aol 0l il e o oS5 O Sl o
Dl s g OF p3Y oyl 5 a3 5 OF O
Jis G bl s e S B pke 5 5 (Silaslr
i L syl S S Cb ) Ll Gl e o
(ZI8) (CPIR 5: 142) (i vn Lgil LS
(YYFE OVYAS

35 A0l ol Sl s Gy wgb sl 2
pos=zen o) dkezr Aol Jol ol plal g HLS
(55 3 Olasl sl plr U a8 s g 1) 25 e
e e L S s dedie e )
5Ol SIS oo 55 4SGT o 5 355 13l
(Wl 03 s LS 4 aedie j3 S A S (LS a0
.J}J«v.@_éjdle\) ol s e IS il

(it S LS e i B 6,35 3 S
U] LN =Y \Q—*i‘ sla il Koo 5 olsl
Q_ilr_.@,ab&;‘cslwzj,\;\;ﬁ;j,\w sl 13
O35 sl s Cud gde S (gl aS
S Cnr - J> e 44 5 (Seddon, 2005: 191)
DS e a9 5 gl S ln gl dal s
U TR Sy P FS U WU Y PRF

Lsecure



\i\/%ﬁé)}\) Jb)} d.ajf /oLls ;..;".J_.,Ul)b wﬂjubﬁil ﬁa{b

= orlelome g Sl (I el
) SOl s e 35 6 Lkt Ola g3l
LS pme po e o) e g S ol ) e
Seddon,) 5 3L pdls gl Sl U S 5o
035 o > DLyl 51 Sl e . .(2005: 193

Sl

sdis (b ma (Olay| B au

o Al (SOl A shee 4 L
O Ll 3O Olal ol i s
sl S S 3 e g 52 cpl GBS (o
sliel Glasay SIS LS 53 Olayl a5 5 S 55 AL,
4 sliel aS s s O szl b Cuxr 0 4
O 4 Ol gl LS Vs Le oS ol (g
Sl oS S OF ol 5 gl SlS” J5 el
G35 1y Sl Slacams Sl Sis cpl il g o1
oS Al s 1 Olaal oSSl 5 it g
O Sllad 5 5l el ml ool O s
.(Altman, 2017: 522) V“S a5

AB22 L5 AB20l i a5 53 43 o lS
\) S-S ol u_.ﬂu.L}uUL_iG ./l_.ijgl_.?s

sl 0313 c,éjjd}f;ﬁbw\u;;_@ﬂ

1l SIS g s S 4S8 emiay Lile el
ol A rs) S s gl T s Coale
Ogr Lol ) S o 5 eeeST G550 A5 A
S IS smaas gl s (SO Yo By 0
s b G bl a5 3l gl ol s
Beiser, 1992: ) (Sl oos 3L ccol Olasl Ol
s ol 4S 5 g diiee 3 omena 2SI (30
o ey 8 g sl e A8 s Ol
Jie il s sz 00 sl e Gll S e
st Al Ol 5 5 b jme 45 Sy
S 2ol oSS Jlse s i o il 3 1 e
Skestl s olil cole oS e g el 4 O (6,08
LS (6,8 s

e L p 53 dadie 53 elul e 1 oIS
(ie) Cpasl gl s B g5 ) o Sl day e
33 e d S dlie bl (S5 5 olsl,
jéj_EJJ.;.G:\.;K)J Jsl .:j\;ﬁ&}gﬁ: L& g
JHis 53 dls 5 e BlE 53 s 5 las Jae
o Ol 5 550 53 e LS Jie g
23 aS I sl (Gl g8 e Ok 40alS)
5 O el (1 S LS 53 slne Jas Jae
i by e el OF Gislaae 5l &S ool (63,08
e mals 5 me o e s Lol uliacsle
Ll e Cdpne )3 a5 Aas o e 8 (Bosk 5 S
534S Il s 1S DU sgde O OISl ol 52
LS Al axsll Sy @il «SKT G o il
ol

OF s olile GBI S 53 5 Emmy opl dalsl s
uéjjbm\)@ﬂf)w&n»a_é)ﬂ:\l@
8315 51 0L e <8 53 5L Olaal sl b

o B syl aled 5o a8 &S e sl |l

! thought



Y44 QL.MA) 9 I_SL‘:' AK aJL«;’ ‘r.hé)'\ji JL-N u_iif:éL.a 6“’1‘9 41}.14/\?\'

o Sl Jl il G s g3 Gl 4 S
O 033z 5 0,15 O saman 4 (53 Oliall
o)) S5 O O yoion 4y 4SSl pss 5 3503 55
2l .(Pasternack, 2011: 293) c—ul dg¢rie
555 55 Lol (Agad) psgde 3555 L aS ol
2S5 el g e e g 4y
A p e ;5530 5 e e Sl
5 gLdlasgie 93 Gy S8 Aol (S 55
rﬁy\_@ut}_ﬁ\ ols kil S A o sl
ol Ol 4 CSlS S any 5ol G, o
Lle 5158 S aS o Lins ol 4 oS o
S ol e aSh oy a2 e
sy Al e o3 e Olabl Lo
Ol ‘ﬂ—'-’" 4> .(Pasternack, 2011: 294)
OF slel iy 5 3503 s (5lel Lgs s
T 6 g ol Sl s LS
2l J=b S 5 s S Sl slizel 5 g L
A ol a0l Ll s slanea oS s
e Oligebl bty el po e 4S5 S
5 il S gl=sh o S e LS S
);|J_.w4_<v_<.>6l_;,n\ﬁjsg;_w\um
a8 s sl D)o als 1S oS s
LB pmer (oS i ol S e
P N U T S PO
S Ll eals JLazl 6,505 s 0155 s
OF 8,53 ezt )3 sl 030l b Cillas 5 s
= Ll Laaaall s rLi;—\ (ool el
Sl e Ko ol pls el ails 38l
O =t | FROUN NG NN OW + 2y
s 0Ll ol oy gy s el L
L Ol 5 oS Jditn 1y 03 pomilii 45

CPR: )«(..:j\.)_g UGV TS Ny pu—

ol as &LQ-UJSJ_@@J_.,G:JS&JQ»
OF sl oL 50T el e a3l J3le Lo

) . . . .t
sl sl_el 05 S i (O 50l o

f‘(b)t}ujiuv&ﬁ‘ LA‘ "’j—‘;'w"

Tl LS 0T il 4l 4ty o) 5 o sasn

9 < MRV

(CPR: AB20/B848) 5,5 » oL

55 oS 5 e Szl L 05 e b i
ire 5 S5l 5y by Sl e ys aS. szl
2 ils Folagl Sedde tls ade e il
L el 03 o S i o i Slsed i
S S sp b S sdde ol 4 Sl g AT
JOE X R AU UE S IR R
SRS ST P A TICC % 2
s o kil 5 Sl s bas J- s 5o 5 AL
ool 1555 s ol Ol oL SOT 35
29 S o3bAn o84S G e Sl
S e Ly il db sk 5S35 bas
Sl sliel S 5 s el 55 b s el
Sl Sl Lol 5350 e edali [0 355
Laan ! 1]

55 il pyae SIS e a8 55 b0l
3525 St il o 3 SO e et
S5 5 S 3 Sl Sh s gl 5l
OIS S S APRCES [ S
Slas bl 5l S oyl S a5 S
S i 5 (el oy 2V

(G ‘@'}-L_J:Q\)‘) ;\M"“ ') ﬁ:S}j_w G . )‘

! conviction

2 persuasion

3 opinion

* believing

® knowing

® objective sufficency
" subjective sufficency
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